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by Rick Kurker ’09
News Staff
Two groups are lost in the 
woods with nothing but a hatchet. 
Each group must select three 
items from the following list: A 
handkerchief, an 
CLUBS & empty canteen, a 
ORGS "ed sheet, a pistol 
with one bullet, a 
saw, and a megaphone. Which 
group survives? While this may 
sound like a scene from the 
Outdoor Adventure Club’s most 
recent excursion, it is actually a 
typical scenario faced by mem­
bers of the Providence College 
Debate Society (PCDS), accord­
ing to E.J. Fagan ’09, PCDS 
Liaison.
“We have to be prepared for 
anything,” he said.
Fagan said topics like this are 
used regularly in debate competi­
tions. He said Providence 
College’s team debates in the 
American Parliamentary Debate 
Association (APDA).
“Parliamentary debate is a 
style where teams of two partners 
face off against another team of 
two partners,” Fagan said. “One 
team presents a ‘case,’ or topic, of 
the debate round, which the other 
team has no knowledge of and 
can cover anything from politics, 




lazers and polo shirts, 
tours and day visits— 
these are just two of the 
differences between 
two of Providence College’s most 
recognizable organizations. Friars 
Club and Admissions Ambassadors. 
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Left to right: Katie Feeney ’09 and Joel De Felice ’09, an admissions ambassador and a friar, 
respectively, are ready to greet prospective students outside Harkins Hall.
Acknowledging the need for diversity
by Mallary Jean Tenore 
Editor-In-Chief
This is the second article in a 
four-part series about diversity at 
Providence College.
Since College President Rev.
Brian J. Shanley, O.P. announced 
his decision to make the SAT
optional last fall, there has been
DIVERSITY
much talk regard­
ing other efforts 
that can be made
to increase
Providence College’s lack of 
diversity.
Among some students, the 
buzzwords are recruitment and
financial aid.
“Providence College has to 
make an effort to go out into more 
diverse communities and spread 
the word about PC and its mis­
sion, especially ... in the 
Hispanic community, which is 
primarily Catholic,” said Carlos 
Trujillo ’09, who is of Cuban 
descent.
Blanca Brown ’07 said tackling 
the problem is not so much about 
recruiting as it is about making PC 
affordable and educating prospec­
tive students about the multicul­
tural opportunities at the College. 
“As president of Amigos Unidos, 
it strikes me when students tell 
me they weren’t aware there was a
Latin American organization on 
campus, despite the many events 
and great attendance we get,” said 
Brown. “I think if PC were to 
commit itself a bit more to this 
aspect, prospective students 
would see that there is some 
diversity and truly feel that PC is 
making progress.”
Recent figures highlighting the 
profiles of students admitted to 
the College show that some 
progress has been made. The 
number of African-American, 
Hispanic, Asian, and Native 
American (AHANA) students 
admitted to the Class of 2011, for 
instance, is the highest it has ever 
been at 10.8 percent.
But many members of the 
College community, such as 
Christopher P. Lydon, associate 
vice president for admission and 
enrollment planning, realize that 
there is still work to be done.
“Recruiting and enrolling stu­
dents from diverse cultural and 
socioeconomic backgrounds— 
especially first generation stu­
dents—is a priority that has been 
charged to the Office of 
Admission because it is support­
ed by Father Shanley,” said 
Lydon.
According to the open enroll­






’08 proves that not all 
students are part of 
the recent alcohol 
abuse statistics.
by Beth Finan ’07
News Staff
Paul Matyasovsky ’08 just cel­
ebrated his 21st birthday. 
However, you probably did not 
see him out at Brad’s. In a socie­
ty where binge 
drinking, drug use, 
and tobacco are 
often glorified, 
Matyasovsky has
made a choice to abstain from 
such habits.
“So much of the social aspect 
[at Providence College] revolves 
around alcohol,” he said. 
“Obviously alcohol abuse is very 
prevalent, but that’s your choice. 
It’s just not mine.”
Matyasovsky is part of a grow­
ing number of teenagers and 
young adults who describe them­
selves as Straight Edge. Although 
Straight Edge has many different 
aspects, it is mainly a lifestyle 
choice to avoid drugs and alcohol. 
Other followers of the philosophy 
also refrain from meat, caffeine, 
and sexual promiscuity.
People who are Straight Edge 
often have a lot of tattoos and pierc­
ings, according to Matyasovsky. A 
popular tattoo is “sXe,” the sym­
bol for Straight Edge. The “X” 
represents the marking that is 
often drawn on minors’ hands 
when they go to bars, designating 
that they cannot drink. Currently, 
Matyasovsky himself does not 
have any tattoos, but he said that 
he may start looking into it now 
that he is 21.
The movement has its roots in 
hardcore punk music, according 
to Matyasovsky. During the 
1980s, punk band Minor Threat 
released a song entitled “Straight 
Edge,” which condemns drug 
abuse and says that the abstention 
from drugs and alcohol gave him 
an “edge” over those who 
imbibed. Since then, more and 
more people have latched on to 
the philosophy, including mem­
bers of the band Fall Out Boy.
“It’s a lot more complex than a 
simple definition. It’s not just say­
ing, ‘I don’t drink,”’ said 
Matyasovsky. “It’s more of a 
commitment.”
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Students publish book on POW memoirs
by Lisa Hofer ’09
News Staff
Many college research papers are writ­
ten quickly, read over once, and parted 
with just as swiftly, sometimes all within 
the same 24 hours. But last spring, an 
American studies and histo­
ry seminar of actually pub­
lished its term papers, 
which analyzed American
Pow’s memoirs. Printed this year by Wipf 
and Stock Publishers, American POW 
Memoirs from the Revolutionary War 
Through the Vietnam War is a compilation of 
the 14 essays written by the undergraduate 
class “Autobiographies of U.S. Veterans, 




“I had a sabbati­
cal, and I did a lot 
of life writings 
research and acci­
dentally noticed 
that there was not 
much on the 
American POW 




to teaching at PC, he said he wanted to cre­
ate a seminar class that would give stu­
dents practical experience in writing work 
for publishing.
“The class was specifically organized 
and designed for a publication outcome . . . 
I decided to do it the hard way so that other 
professors would be able to copy the class 
layout,” he said. Open to American stud­
ies and history majors, this class included 
five students from the Class of 2007, eight 
from the Class of 2006, and one graduate 
student.
“----------------------------------------
Usually in a history class you 
work up to maybe one day 
writing something, but this is 
actually a tangible result.
Kyle Casey ’07
----------------------------------------
Organized chronologically by war, the 
papers are all written in the same format: 
A brief introduction to the reviewed auto­
biography, a careful analysis of the author, 
framing, structure, construction, and con­
tents of the work.
“I selected a [memoir] based on the 
same prison camp as ‘The Great Escape,’ 
which I’ve loved since I was a kid,” said 
Kyle Casey ’07.
Said Jessica Pilkington ’07:“As dorky 
as this sounds, I’ve liked the Civil War 
since eighth grade, so I made sure I got this 
war.”
Although the class syllabus stated that 
the goal of the class was to produce some­
thing on the level of publishable work, the 
students in the class were pleasantly sur­
prised to see this dream realized with 
Father Alexander’s 
announcement that he had 
found a publisher.
“We have a short fuse 
for futility, so the concept 
of a seminar leading to 
something concrete is 
very fulfilling,” said 
Alexander, noting that 
students were more moti­
vated about writing than 
usual. Many students 
agreed with Father 
Alexander.
“I revised it a lot more 
than my normal papers
and worked a lot more with the professor,” 
said Pilkington.
“Usually in a history class you work up 
to maybe one day writing something, but 
this is. actually a tangible result,” said 
Casey.
Thomas Kettmer ’07 agreed, saying, “ft 
wasn’t like a regular seminar; it was new 
and different. I liked it.”
While the book is a sleek and slender 
127 pages, it is a heavy-hitting line on a 
student resume. For the five seniors apply­
ing to both graduate schools and jobs this
MATT  LONGOBARDI ’10/The Cowl
Left to right: Jessica Pilkington ’07, 
Father Alexander, and Jay Coulombe 
’06 got a taste of academic fame after 
their book, a compilation of essays 
about American POWs, was published.
spring, being published has been a helpful 
and impressive selling point, they said.
In addition, the students are already get­
ting a taste of academic fame.
“My high school history teachers want­
ed autographed copies of it; the news has 
kind of got around my home town,” said 
Pilkington.
While most have not yet received their 
pre-ordered copies of the book, one writer 
already has plans to give a wrapped copy 
to his grandfather.
“As far as I know, this is the first time an 
undergraduate class has published some­
thing,” noted Father Alexander, which is a 
fact that attracted attention. So far, the 
book has been featured in a March 10 edi­
torial in The Providence Journal, and two 
of the essays have been reviewed in four 
academic journals.
More than $2,000 increase in tuition
Tuition costs will increase by eight per­
cent, or by an increment of more than 
$2,000, to reach $28,920 for the upcoming 
school year, Providence College president 
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P. announced in a 
March 26 letter to parents. Room and 
board will also see a 5.1 to 8.1 percent 
increase, depending on students’ residence 
halls and meal plans.
Tuition and room and board have 
increased by a similar amount each school 
year since Father Shanley became presi­
dent in mid-2005.
He explained that “without the benefit 
of a sizable endowment from which to 
draw upon needed funds, some 86 percent 
of total revenue is derived from student 
tuition, fees, room and board.
“By contrast, our primary Catholic 
school competitors charge, on average, 
$5,000 to $7,000 more in tuition than PC; 
rely on less student revenue than we do; 
and draw far more from their endowment 
than we can to fund operations,” he said.
To put the matter in perspective, Father 
Shanley noted that Boston College has an 
endowment more than 10 times that of PC.
He also said that “a substantial portion” 
of this year’s tuition increase will fund 
projects like the new state-of-the-art fit­
ness center set to open this September, as 
well as new faculty additions.
Other projects to benefit from the tuition 
increase include expanded wireless avail­
ability, comprehensive renovation and 
expansion of the science laboratories, and 
the conversion of outdated classrooms into 
“smart classrooms” with enhanced com­
puter and learning technologies.
“I consider a substantial portion of this 
year’s tuition increase as an investment to 
significantly enhance our students’ living 
and learning environment,” Father Shanley 
said.
—Kristina H. Reardon ’08






6:00 p.m. Relay for
Life, Peterson 
Center
8:00 p.m. Company, 
Smith Center for the 
Arts Angell 
Blackfriars Theatre
8:00 p.m. Junior 
Night, McPhail’s
31 Saturday










Center for the Arts 
Angell Blackfriars 
Theatre
5:00 p.m. Passover 
Seder Meal, Slavin 
Center ’64 Hall









5:00 p.m. “Real 




7:00 p.m. Easter 
Eggstravaganza, 
McPhail’s
8:00 p.m. Rejects on 
the Rise one percent 
show, Smith Center 
for the Arts Angell 
Blackfriars Theatre
1 Wednesday




THOMAS J. FAY, ESQ.
One Turks Head Place, Suite 1300 
Providence, RI 02903
Tel. (401) 277-1300 Fax (401) 277-1119. 
tjf@bowermantaylor.com 
Automobile Accidents • Personal Injury 
Uninsured Motorist • Wrongful Death 
Premises Liability • Dog Bites 
Business Litigation • Expungement
Night and Weekend appointments available 
FREE CONSULTATION FOR P.C.
STUDENTS
Rhode Island does not have a procedure for 
certifying attorneys in areas of specialization.
Accuracy Watch
The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that 
goes into print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. 
If you find an error in any article, please e-mail the editor at 
thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will be printed as necessary on 
page 2.
In the March 22 issue of The Cowl, Tiffany Foynes ’07 was incorrectly 
identified as a MSP scholar. The Cowl regrets this error.
YUN NAN
CHINESE RESTAURANT
HUNAN & SZECHUAN CUISINE 
www.yunnanrestaurant.com
*IVe Deliver!*
11:30 am -10:00 pm
401-351-9311
Fax 401-351-0455
One Free Order Of Egg Rolls With Your College ID.
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Representatives: Welcoming students
continued from front page
first PC representatives potential students and 
their families see, many students do not know 
what distinguishes the two clubs. Each has 
their own separate responsibilities, as Friars 
Club is responsible for tours and working at 
various events on the campus, and 
Admissions Ambassadors conduct day visit­
sand information sessions.
Friars Club
Friars Club has been a part of Providence 
College for approximately 80 years. 
According to Stephanie Jarem ’07, the 
2006-07 Friars Club president, there are two 
roles members of the organization take on.
“There is the job aspect of it—we need to 
be sure that there are two to six friars giving 
tours every day, including Saturday morn­
ings, at 9:30 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 2:30 p.m.,” 
said Jarem. “We have friars at every hockey 
game, every major College event on campus, 
alumni events, plays, recitals, and many 
luncheons. We can get called on in a 
moment’s notice, like with [Rev. John 
Cunningham, O.P.j’s funeral, and we simply 
need to fulfill our job regardless of what other 
things are going on on-campus or in our per­
sonal lives.
“The other aspect of the club is more the 
actual ‘club’ side of things. I absolutely love 
being surrounded by people that I probably 
wouldn’t know if it wasn’t for the fact that we 
are both on Friars Club,” she said.
Colleen Fitzgerald ’07, the Friars’ 2006-07 
sergeant-at-arms, said, “Commencement is 
one of our largest responsibilities.”
“We work from 7:00 a.m. until around 
2:00 p.m. helping to make the event run 
smoothly.”
Jarem said the club’s duties go beyond 
Providence College, as members serve break­
fast at Amos House every Monday at 6:30 
a.m. and have monthly semester projects. 
The club has also “adopted” a young boy in 
Africa.
Fitzgerald said Friars Club members are 
required to do three tours, one weekend tour, 
and “work ushering events, such as hockey 
events or theatre performances,” every 
month.
Both Jarem and Fitzgerald said they joined 
the club as freshmen.
“My brother went to PC, and when I was 
looking at the school, much of my contact 
with students was through the Friars Club,” 
said Jarem. “I was always impressed with 
how friendly and welcoming they were; 
when I decided to come here I knew that 1 
wanted to be in the Friars Club to try and be 
that welcoming and friendly for someone 
else.”
A four-year member, Fitzgerald said it is 
difficult to remember a time when she was 
not a member of the club.
“It seems so long ago that I joined—I can 
barely remember being a student at PC and 
not being on Friars,” said Fitzgerald. “My ini­
tial motivations were to be involved in an 
organization that seemed close-knit since I 
missed the camaraderie I had experienced 
being involved in athletics in high school. 
This aspect really is the most that I have got­
ten out of being on the Friars Club—we call 
each other ‘family’ and some of my closest 
friendships at PC are thanks to the Friars.”
Similar to Fitzgerald, Maureen Kitson ’10 
wanted to apply because being a member of 
Friars Club meant being a representative of 
Providence College and experiencing a close 
bond with other members.
“I wanted to apply because they really are 
the face of the school, and you can tell what 
an amazing bond they have with one another, 
and I really wanted to be a part of it,” said 
Kitson.
Jarem said she enjoys the interaction with 
the underclassmen.
“When I was a freshman, I really appreci­
ated having the opportunity to be friends 
with upperclassmen,” said Jarem. “Now as a 
senior I love having the chance to interact 
closely with freshmen and sophomores. I 
feel like I get to return the favor from when I 
was younger.”
Friars Club is most associated with giving 
tours and Jarem said the tours have offered 
unique experiences.
“I once was giving a tour to eighth graders 
who probably had no idea what college was 
really about, and all of them were telling me 
that they were planning on going to Princeton 
[University] or Yale [University], which was 
amusing,” said Jarem. “I’ve had a father 
videotape my entire tour, which was a little 
nerve-wracking. I’ve lost my shoe while 
walking backwards before and the whole tour 
walked over it before I could retrieve it. I 
was giving a tour once in the winter, and right 
as we were going across the upper quad, a 
bunch of guys came out of McDermott to 
play football in the snow, wearing Santa hats 
and antlers ... the tour couldn’t get over how 
‘college’ it felt.”
While the club has been a staple on cam­
pus for almost eight decades, the blazers have 
evolved.
According to Fitzgerald and Jarem, the 
members of the club originally wore off- 
white sweaters. The blazers are unique to PC, 
which Jarem said helps people remember 
their experience.
“The jackets are great because they make 
the club universal,” said Jarem. “When 
someone shows up for a tour, they can’t 
immediately make a judgment on the type of 
person who goes to PC based on first impres­
sions alone. When wearing the jacket, there 
are no ‘jocks’ or ‘preps’ or ‘nerds’ based on 
looks, which I believe lets more people con­
nect to the tour guide.”
Admissions Ambassadors
An organization at Providence College, 
which began in the 1992-93 academic year, 
according to James Dewey-Rosenfeld, senior 
admissions counselor, Admissions 
Ambassadors are responsible for day visits, 
information sessions, calling students who 
have been accepted through Early Action, 
and attending college fairs. Members also 
have a greeting hour each week, either in the 
Office of Admissions or in the rotunda of 
Harkins Hall, according to Dewey- 
Rosenfeld.
Andrea Lynch ’08 said Admissions 
Ambassadors’ two main jobs are the informa­
tion sessions and day visits, where a student is 
with them from about 9:30 a.m. until 1:00 
p.m.
“You pick up the student in the morning 
bring them to any of the classes that you have 
and also make sure they go to Civ, and then 
you bring them to Ray for lunch,” said Lynch. 
“Any free time in between there, you can just 
show them around the campus or take them to 
any particular place they want to see ... like 
an academic department or a coach.”
Deirdre Synan ’07 said day visits provide a 
“giant spectrum” of students.
“You have kids who are unsure, those who 
are definite about PC, but they usually have a 
decent degree of interest,” said Synan, who 
added that an ambassador will usually have a 
day visit once every three weeks.
Lynch agreed, saying, “I mean sometimes 
you get a really enthusiastic kid who wants to 
know about Civ or your major and other 
times you just have to throw out a few ran­
dom things,” said Lynch. “But usually the 
kids are pretty nice.”
Also part of each admissions ambassador’s 
job is calling accepted Early Action students.
For Lynch, this can sometimes be an awk­
ward situation.
“Once I had a kid who was in the shower 
and his mother brought the phone in,” said 
Lynch. “I told him I would call back in 20 
minutes.”
Information sessions are a large compo­
nent of the club, as usually two student 
ambassadors are present at each session.
“Usually there are two students present— 
one speaks on academics and One on student 
life,” said Synan. “We are usually crowded 
on Fridays and Saturdays, and whenever high 
school breaks are, we are usually filled.”
While it is rare for Admissions 
Ambassadors to conduct tours, they do on 
occasion. For David Jose ’07, an executive 
board member of Admissions Ambassadors, 
it was an ambassador-led tour that convinced 
him to come to Providence College. Jose said 
he missed his tour, so the admissions ambas­
sador showed him around campus.
“I had no desire to go to PC until I toured 
with an admissions ambassador,” said Jose. 
“They really sold the school. They . .. took 
someone like me who was dead set against 
coming and convinced me. I was a tough sell, 
and I really appreciate what they did.”
Jose, who joined his freshman year, said 
being a member of the club has helped to 
form friendships and network throughout the 
campus.
“My roommates are members,” Jose said. 
The three of us have solidified and made 
other friendships. As a freshman, it was a 
good, effective way to network on campus. 
You get to know many different outlets on 
campus.”
The polo shirts the Admissions 
Ambassadors don make them easily identifi­
able to people who may have questions.
“The polo shirts let people know they can 
ask us questions,” said Synan.
For Synan, being part of the organization 
has allowed her to meet new people.
“It’s really nice to tell people what you like 
about PC,” Synan said. “It’s fun to meet dif­
ferent people and PC students you didn’t 
know before.”
Both Lynch and Jose were involved with 
giving tours in high school.
“I had done a lot of admissions-type things 
at my high school and I had really enjoyed it,” 
said Lynch. “I just really enjoy being able to 
tell students why I picked this school over all 
the others.”
Jose agreed and also cited the ability to 
contribute to PC.
“Being an admissions ambassador is a way 
to give back to the school,” said Jose. I’m 
gratefill for a lot. There are different outlets 
































1,409 people voted out of 3,073 eligi­
ble voters
This year: 45.9% voted
Last Year: 34.2% voted
Two Years Ago: 38.5% voted
A Musical Comedy
SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNE!
OFFICE OF ADMISSION 
STUDENT SUMMER WORKERS
The Office of Admission is seeking out current PC students who are 
interested in working in the office during the summer months. 
Responsibilities include giving campus tours, speaking to prospective 
student audiences, and assisting the Office of Admission staff with 
various projects. (This is a full time position)
Applications will be available starting Monday, March 26,2007 in 
Harkins Hall 222.
Please contact Jen Hastings, Associate Dean of Admission with any 
questions at x2680 or jhasting@providence.edu
Company
Sondheim & Furth's
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Percent all students of color—
15.9
*AII numbers refer to the num­
ber of students accepted—not 
the number currently attending 
PC
**lndicates percent change from 
previous year
continued from front page
which is based on what applicants report 
their ethnicity to be on their college appli­
cation, the College’s total student body 
consists of 1.6 percent African Americans, 
2.0 percent Asians, 2.1 percent 
Hispanics/Latinos, and .1 percent Native 
American/Alaskan natives. Approximately 
83 percent of students are white, while 2.7 
percent of students are grouped as 
“other/multiracial.” The remaining 7.9 
percent did not provide an ethnicity.
The AHANA students are those who 
have checked off only one box on their 
application to indicate their race. Those 
who check off multiple boxes are automat­
ically defaulted into the multiracial catego­
ry, Lydon said.
Recruiting for diversity
To recruit more ethnically diverse stu­
dents, counselors in the admissions office 
do their heaviest recruiting in the Boston to 
Washington, D.C. areas.
“Studies have shown that once you 
move beyond a 300 mile radius of your 
institution, the likelihood of enrolling mul­
ticultural first generation students decreas­
es dramatically,” Lydon said. “To make the 
best use of our recruitment resources, we 
focus locally and regionally where we 
know we are not yet sufficiently success­
ful.”
Within these targeted geographic areas, 
the Admission Office recruits heavily at 
inner -city schools with high percentages 
of minorities, such as St. Raymond School 
in the Bronx, N.Y., St. Bernard’s School in 
Newark, N.J., and City on a Hill, a charter 
public school in Boston.
The recruitment process begins during 
students’ sophomore and junior years of 
high school and carries over to partner­
ships with organizations such as Upward 
Bound and with various school depart­
ments in areas such as Worcester, Mass., 
and Hartford, Conn. With the help of the 
Balfour Center for Multicultural Affairs, 
the admission office organizes opportuni­
ties for students in the aforementioned dis­
tricts to visit PC for free.
Since July 2005, three new policies have 
been enacted to help increase diversity at 
PC—making the SAT optional, creating 
more need-based scholarships, and making 
reductions in academic merit scholarships. 
Dispelling a common misconception, 
Lydon noted that those students who 
received need-based scholarships were 
held to the same standards for admission as 
every other applicant and are no less qual­
ified academically.
Since PC became an SAT optional 
school, there has been a 33 percent 
increase in the number of Hispanic stu­
dents who were admitted to the College, 
from 149 students in the Class of 2010 to 
198 students in the Class of 2011. The 
number of Hispanic and multiracial stu­
dents who actually choose to attend the 
College, however, is generally noticeably 
lower considering the cost of PC’s tuition. 
Other schools with larger endowments, 
Lydon said, can offer greater financial aid 
packages to minority students and conse­
quently have higher percentages of minor­
ity students. Tuition has also increased 
eight percent.
Increasing the College’s endowment has 
been a priority for Father Shanley, who 
frequently speaks to donors about the need 
for more scholarship money. In doing so, 
he often reminds them of the importance of 
having a diverse student body at a school 
like PC, which was founded to reach out to 
first generation students to go to college.
Up until the Class of 2008 was admitted, 
the College did not track its number of first 
generation students. Since then, statistics 
from the admission office show that the 
number of such students accepted to PC 
has increased from 9.6 percent to 12.6 per­
cent.
A holistic approach to remedying the problem
To attract more socio-economically and 
ethnically diverse students, Father Shanley 
said the College must seek ways of incor­
porating diversity into the curriculum.
“You don’t want to have Diversity 101 
because everyone feels forced to take 
this,” he said, noting that a better option 
would be to “build in some kind of flexible 
diversity requirement that could be ful­
filled in all sorts of ways.”
He recognized the need for learning 
about different parts of the world, noting 
that “[students] need to study a culture dif­
ferent from the Western perspective.” 
Students, he said, should also be encour­
aged to study abroad and volunteer in the 
Providence community to help enhance 
their global awareness and enrich their 
overall education at PC.
Finding ways of making minorities feel 
more comfortable in the classroom is also 
being taken into account. “One of our 
goals is to diversify the faculty as much as 
we can,” Father Shanley said.
To help achieve such goals, there has 
been some campuswide literature—such 
as the latest draft of the College’s strategic 
plan, “Transforming Lives Through 
Contemplation”—that highlight the 
recruitment and diversity objectives of PC. 
The College, however, has yet to release a 
report specifically geared toward address­
ing the issue of diversity. “We will eventu­
ally have a more focused strategic plan,” 
Father Shanley said. “To tackle this you 
have to put a lot of pieces into place.”
Considering the improvements that have 
been made throughout her four years at the 
College, Brown said she believes PC still 
has work to do, but is headed in the right 
direction.
“I think PC is approaching [the issue] 
correctly, addressing a bit at a time,” she 
said. “This is still a hot topic, especially 
among students who think some minorities 
are not upheld to the same standards as 
everyone else and are here simply because 
they are minorities. Misconceptions like 
these must be removed before the College 
can take any serious actions.”
Cowl.com
To find out more about what 
the College is doing to 
address the issue of diversity, 
see a Q&A with the dean of the Balfour 
















RAVE REVIEWS FOR OUR MBA
I he Quinnipiac University School of Business MBA 
program continues Io prepare business professionals 
for the realities of management in global, technology- 
driven work environments in specializations such as:
• MBA WITH CONCENTRATIONS IN ACCOUNTING, 
CIS, FINANCE, INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS, 
MANAGEMENT, marketing
• MBA - CHARTERED FINANCIAL ANALYST" TRACK
• MBA IN HEALTHCARE MANAGEMENT
>>
MASTERING THE ART 
OF TEACHING
Sheila Wycinowski, Director of Curriculum and Staff 
Development at Amity High School, explains, "Basically 
we look to hire Quinnipiac students. They have a clear 
understanding of lesson planning and classroom management 
and the balance between them." She also characterizes 
Quinnipiac students as articulate, creative, able to encourage 
higher-level thinking in students, and able to incorporate 
technology into their teaching.
your next move
Quinnipiac University offers graduate programs 
in 17 distinct disciplines, Whether you are interested 
in our AACSB nationally accredited business program, 
the master of arts in teaching (MAT) program or one of 
rhe Northeast's most highly regarded journalism and 
interactive communications programs, all have been 
designed to thoroughly prepare you For a professional 
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Debate: Club sees growth
All of our debators became 
judges and helped out 
tremendously in preparing the 
rooms, the banquet, the party, 
and any other task that needed 
to get done to ensure a 
good tournament.
Jeff Kramer ’07
continued from front page
According to Fagan, tournaments begin 
with each team’s participation in five in­
rounds in which they have a 50-50 chance 
of either presenting a case or opposing 
one. Jeff Kramer ’07, vice president of 
PCDS, said the team which proposes the 
case is called the “government,” while the 
other team is the “oppo­
sition.” According to 
Kramer, this round 
requires quick thinking, 
and if the opposition 
does not know about 
the topic proposed by 
the government, it is on 
its own.
“Basically the judge 
decides on who was 
most logically correct,” 
Kramer said, adding 
that the top eight teams 
make it to the playoffs 
where they enter a 
bracket and compete in 
single elimination until 
the final round.
On Friday, March 23, 
and Saturday, March 24, the PCDS hosted 
such a competition in Moore Hall and the 
Feinstein Center. Kramer and Fagan, who 
also served as the assistant tournament 
director for the competition, and Kramer 
said 30 teams attended the tournament, 
including Yale University, Harvard 
University, Dartmouth College, Fordham 
University, and Columbia University.
“At a debate tournament, the host team 
does not actually debate,” Fagan said. 
“They serve several functions. First off, 
they provide food, housing, and a location 
for the debates to take place. Second, they 
function as judges during the debate 
rounds. Third, they count the results after 
each of the five rounds of debate to deter­
mine who faces each other in the next 
round.”
“All of our debators became judges and 
helped out tremendously in preparing the 
rooms, the banquet, the party, and any 
other task that needed to get done to ensure 
a good tournament,” Kramer said.
According to Fagan, Providence’s team 
has enjoyed “unprecedented success” this 
year, due in large part to successful fresh­




the team as “compet­




Molly Lynch ’09 
added many gradu­
ates returned to serve 
as judges for the 
tournament.
PCDS made its 
mark on the 
Providence College 
campus this year, 
gaining more mem­
bers than in recent 
years. Kramer estimated that the team has 
about five varsity members and 10 novice 
members, although the team’s size is offi­
cially more than 30 members.
“I’m just a novice debator,” said Lynch. 
“I just started this January, but I love it.”
“It’s easy to learn, fun once you get into 
it and great for those looking either to enter 
law school or just better their public speak­
ing skills,” Kramer said.
The PCDS meets on Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
and Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. on the second 
floor of Accinno Hall.
New members are always welcome.
Straight Edge: Student 
explains life choice
continued from front page
duced to Straight Edge by his cousin and 
her husband while he was still in high 
school. He said that the repudiation of an 
unhealthy yet socially accepted lifestyle 
appealed to him.
“It’s a very personal decision—much 
more personal than most people think it 
is,” he said. “Smoking and drugs are gen­
erally looked down upon as a culture, but 
drinking is socially accepted, and that’s the 
biggest thing for me.”
Despite the prevalence 
of drinking in college, 
Matyasovsky said he has 
never met anyone who 
reacts negatively to his 
choice.
“Even though the drink­
ing culture is huge, I have 
never found anyone who 
is disrespectful,” he said. 
“People are surprised for the most part 
because drinking is a huge part of college 
for most people.”
Rebecca Guhin ’08, one of 
Matyasovsky’s good friends, said she 
respects his bold choice.
“ft is challenging, in a drinking college 
culture, to avoid succumbing to these 
temptations, and the fact that he has risen 
to this challenge is both admirable and an 
excellent example for his friends and 
peers, particularly incoming freshmen,” 
she said.
Peter Cannon ’07, one of Matyasovsky’s 
roommates, said he believes Matyasovsky’s 
decision has positively affected their 
friendship.
“As Paul’s roommate, I can say that I 
am fully supportive of his choice to be 
Straight Edge,” Cannon. “I think it is 
admirable to refrain from participation in 
what seems to be—and what has been sub­
stantiated to be in PC’s alcohol abuse 
report—the socially accepted norm of 
It’s a personal decision—much 
more personal than most people 
think it is...
Paul Matyasovsky ’08
binge drinking among college age stu­
dents.”
Matyasovsky said that he does not like 
to preach to others about Straight Edge. 
Many people are not familiar with the 
lifestyle, however, so he often has to take 
time to explain it to people who have never 
heard of it before or do not understand the 
complexity and varying views within the 
movement itself.
Guhin said that people who are critical 
of the Straight Edge culture should try it 
out for them­
selves.
“I think that 
when one experi­
ences life without 
alcohol, they real­
ize that there is 
something deeper 
out there that we 
are all living for, 
something beyond the superficial pleas­
ures of our earthly lives, and there are 
other ways to have fun,” she said.
Straight Edge is not a homogeneous 
“gang or clique,” said Matyasovsky. 
Rather, there can be a great deal of dis­
agreement about major issues among peo­
ple who are Straight Edge. For example, 
Matyasovsky noted that some who 
embrace the movement’s sexual conser­
vatism have lent a religious air to the 
movement, which has angered Straight 
Edge atheists and agnostics.
“ft just shows that people can believe 
the same things, but can hate each other 
too,” Matyasovsky said.
One thing about Straight Edge that 
annoys Matyasovsky is teenagers who 
claim to be Straight Edge, but start drink­
ing as soon as they turn 21. Matyasovsky 
said these types of people are using 
Straight Edge as a “crutch.”
“When you say you’re Straight Edge, it 
means forever,” he said.
HAGGARD GRADUATE
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY Join the 
Circulations Staff!
Angie Horn-Andreu, M.Div., ’07
Director, High School and College Ministries, 
Forest Home, Forest Falls, California
LESSON LEARNED: No question threatens God.
MY STORY: Imagine this - a 16-year-old comes up to you 
and asks how God, who is supposed to be loving, allowed 
his friend to die in a car accident. How do you begin to 
answer this? I’ll tell you how I do it.
To learn more about Angie’s inspiring story and explore 







The Cowl's circulations staff is 
in need of dedicated 
students who would like to 
distribute the campus’ paper!
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President discusses five-year plan
by Joe Miller ’10
News Staff
Intent on informing students about 
the “Transforming Lives Through 
Contemplation” report, College President 
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P. spoke to 
members of the 57th
CAMPUS Student Congress on 
NEWS Tuesday, March 27.
During the meeting’s 
question-and-answer session, Father 
Shanley addressed topics ranging from 
overcrowding in residence halls to the 
future of men’s basketball coach Tim 
Welsh. The 50-plus page draft of the 
report, which was released on March 12, 
touches on virtually every aspect of life at 
Providence College and attempts to estab­
lish specific goals and recommendations to 
be implemented by 2012.
On the subject of housing availability, 
Father Shanley acknowledged that the cur­
rent on-campus residence facilities are not 
ideal for the amount of students wishing to 
live in them. He mentioned that not guar­
anteeing housing to juniors and seniors is 
an option that may have to be considered 
within the next couple years.
“We have talked about it as a possibility 
because we have a housing crunch,” he 
explained. “That’s a bullet we may have to 
bite.”
He added that while building another 
residence facility would not be financially 
impossible, there are no plans to do so at 
the time. The recently constructed Suites 
Hall, he said, was supposed to solve the 
overcrowding issue.
If upperclassmen are forced to become 
more reliant on off-campus housing 
options, Father Shanley said that a greater 
emphasis will be placed on working with 
local landlords.
“One of the things we would have to do 
is make sure our students can get into 
good, equitable, affordable, safe housing,” 
he said.
In response to the question on embattled 
basketball coach Welsh, Father Shanley 
asserted, “He’s my coach, and I’m sticking 
with him.” Welsh, who has come under 
criticism for poor performance especially 
in tournament play, has two years remain­
ing on his contract.
“I am fully confident that next year’s 
basketball team will be better than this 
year’s team,” said Father Shanley, even 
adding that he expects an NCAA tourna­
ment berth.
When questioned about the relation­
ship between the Providence Police 
Department and alcohol abuse among stu­
dents, Father Shanley said that the problem 
rests with the city liquor licensing board 
rather than the police.
“You have to shut the bars down if 
they’re repeat offenders,” he said. “The 
culture of the liquor licensing board is 
evolving to the point where it’s more seri­
ous about cracking down.”
Throughout the discussion, Father 
Shanley emphasized ongoing efforts to 
develop alumni relations.
“We are uncovering a lot of people who 
can really help the College. I’ve spoken to 
a lot of them recently,” he said, adding that 
he hopes to increase the opportunities for 
alumni to return to campus for educational 
purposes. “We don’t do a good enough job 
in inculcating a culture of giving back,” he 
said.
The Providence College Web site has 
also been a recent topic of debate. 
According to Father Shanley, significant 
changes are on the way in this area. A new 
site design—with more emphasis on 
“clicks and options”—is in the works.
While a timetable for the public release 
of the site was not given, Father Shanley is 
optimistic that student reaction will be 
favorable.
“It has been substantially jazzed up, and 
I think you’re going to like what you see,” 
he said.
Students at the meeting raised the topic 
of diversity, which is addressed in the 
report.
“We need to diversify ourselves geo­
graphically,” Father Shanley said, regard­
ing the need for recruitment efforts outside 
the New England area.
He said that there has been roughly a 
two percent increase in accepted students 
of several demographic groups including 
people of color and first-generation col­
lege students.
“Change is incremental,” he said. 
“These numbers aren’t where they need to 
be, but they’re moving in the right direc­
tion.”
A subject that was raised throughout the 
night was the accessibility of Slavin 
Center, as well as the appearance of the 
campus overall.
“This building is not a good functioning 
building as a student union,” acknowl­
edged Father Shanley.
He described any significant expansion 
as “a huge capital project,” saying, “we’d 
have to prioritize.” He also mentioned that 
Moore Hall is not meeting an adequate 
standard. “Whether we blow up Moore 
Hall first or Slavin Center, that will be 
determined,” he quipped.
On a more serious note, he described 
Slavin Center as being built for a past gen­
eration of Providence College students and 
faculty, who attended a school that was 
mainly comprised of commuters. In 
response to requests for more recreational 
areas on campus, Father Shanley pointed 
to the recent extension of library hours and 
said the new fitness center will remain 
open later than Peterson Recreation Center 
does currently.
Another campus project currently 
underway is the acquisition of banners to 
be placed along streets on and near cam­
pus.
As the five-year plan was discussed, 
Father Shanley took the opportunity to 
clarify his own long-term intentions.
“This plan has 2012 as its date, and I 
hope I’m there for its completion,” he said. 
“I hope I’m here long enough to see a dif­
ferent face of Providence College than I
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president of 
the College, expressed his plan for PC 
during the next five year at the Student 
Congress meeting on Tuesday.
see now, in some aspects.”
Ryan Totolo ’10, class treasurer, 
described Father Shanley as a “very proac­
tive president.”
“He really listens to student voices 
while keeping Dominican values in mind,” 
he said.
Billy Byrne ’09, a class representative, 
said he also appreciates Father Shanley’s 
involvement with the student body.
“Visits from Father Shanley are always 
much anticipated by the Student 
Congress,” he said. “He’s a pretty busy 
man, so whenever we get the opportunity 
to engage in conversation we take full 
advantage of it.”
Byrne added that although he felt that 
there were “a lot of open ends” left after 
the discussion, “it’s difficult to say any­
thing when you’re talking about the year 
2012, anything could happen.”
The current draft of the Strategic Plan is 
available online at http://internal.provi­
dence. edu/planning/PC2012.pdf.
Gold Medal Bakery, a commercial bakery
in Fall River, MA 
is looking for college students!
Must be at least 18 years of age. 
No experience necessary.
Work as a Machine Operator or Shipper in a fast-paced automated environment.
-Potential to earn $14.55/hr incentive pay ($12.60/hr to start)
-$1.00/hr shift differential
-Opportunity to qualify for end of summer bonus (Average student bonus = $400) 
-May be eligible for $1500 annual scholarship
-Opportunity to participate in Management Internship Program
-Pay rate increase for every year you return to Gold Medal Bakery 
-Work only 3 days per week and get 4 days off!!
-Schedule includes 10 or 12 hour shifts, evenings and nights
Possibility of part-time work during school year. 
Train part-time now to be ready for summer.
We will work around vour school schedule.
To apply, e-mail gmbapp@goldmedalbakery.com
Or call 800-642-7566 ext. 799
CHRIS HUBER ’10/The Cowl
Don’t Wait....Land
Your Summer Job 
Now!Gold Medal
Since    Bakery 1912
World
March 29, 2007______________________________________________________________________ Page 7
Legal drugs worse than illegal?
By Sarah Vaz ’07 
World Editor
Based on widespread concerns about 
drug laws in the United Kingdom, the 
Academy of Medical Sciences has pro­
posed changes to the country’s current 
drug classification system that may rever­
berate worldwide.
Welcomed by the government, the study 
developed a new system that the academy 
says more accurately reflects harm done to 
the individual user and society and is more 
indicative of how likely the drug is to 
induce dependence.
In a statement released by Bristol 
University, which sponsored the study, 
Professor David Nutt said, “Drug misuse 
and abuse are major health problems. Our 
methodology offers a systematic frame­
work and process that could be used by 
national and international regulatory bod­
ies to assess the harm of current and future 
drugs of abuse.” Nutt was the lead author 
of the report.
Published in the medical journal, The 
Lancet, the study addressed the ratings of 
20 different drugs in nine categories. The 
findings were a result of analysis by a 
panel of experts who calculated overall 
estimates of harm caused by each drug.
The panel included five legal drugs in its 
evaluation to serve as benchmarks, most 
notably, tobacco and alcohol. The evalua­
tion revealed that based on the harm crite­
ria, alcohol would be ranked as the fifth 
most dangerous substance, behind heroin, 
cocaine, barbiturates, and methadone, but 
ahead of other illegal substances such as 
ecstasy, LSD, mushrooms, amphetamines, 
and marijuana. Tobacco was ranked the 
ninth most harmful substance, classified as 
significantly more harmful than marijuana, 
LSD, or ecstasy. According to the study, 
marijuana should be ranked near the bot­
tom of the list in terms of harm.
Professor Colin Blakemore of Bristol 
University, who also participated in the 
evaluation, stated his concern that “drug 
policy is primarily aimed at reducing harm 
to individual users, their families, and 
society.”
He added that “at present there is no 
rational, evidence-based method for 
assessing the harm of drugs,” he said. “We 
have tried to develop such a method.”
Currently, many drug laws in the United 
Kingdom and penalties are directly corre­
lated to the level of harm associated with 
them under the current three-tier classifi­
cation system. Alcohol and tobacco are not 
included in that system because of their
Citibank may cut at least 10,000 jobs
Experts speculate five percent workforce reduction is meant to appease Saudi investor
SARAH VAZ ’07/The Cowl
A new study in the United Kingdom has suggested that legal drugs like alcohol are 
actually much more harmful than many illegal substances such as marijuana, 
ecstasy, and LSD. Many are now advocating an overhaul of the country’s drug
legal status, so their inclusion in the new 
evaluation has raised hopes that abuse of 
these substances be addressed in a poten­
tial overhaul of Britain’s drug law.
“We hope that policy makers will take 
note of the fact that the resulting ranking of 
drugs differs substantially from their clas­
sification in the Misuses of Drugs Act and 
that alcohol and tobacco are judged more 




Ranked more harmful than 
marijuana, ecstasy, and LSD by 
scientists.
Causes one in four deaths among 
15 to 19-year-olds in Britain.
Blamed for 82,000 deaths of 
young people in developed 
world each year.
Responsible for one-third of all 
deaths among young men in 
wealthy nations.
Britain has taken some steps to curb a 
nationwide binge drinking crisis in recent 
years, including restrictions on bars and 
advertising and an expansion of police 
jurisdiction over substance abuse.
Most recently, doctors in the United 
Kingdom have been calling for increased 
restrictions on the availability of alcohol, 
perhaps banning those under 21 from pur­
chasing alcohol in a policy similar to that 
of the United States.
Alcohol causes one in four deaths 
among 15 to 19-year-olds in Britain, where 
the drinking age is currently 18. Also, alco­
hol is blamed for 82,000 deaths of young 
people in the developed world each year, 
according to World Health Organization 
statistics. This figure means one-third of 
all deaths among young men in wealthy 
nations are alcohol related.
In a separate study published in The 
Lancet, alcohol use among young people 
in the United States was shown to have 
fallen since the tougher age restriction was 
enacted in 1984.
Pediatrician Dr. Russell Viner of the 
United Kingdom was quoted in the journal 
as saying the ideal solution would be for a 
more European model to be implemented, 
with young people learning to “drink with 
their family at a younger age, learning to 
drink in a social context.”
Unfortunately, Viner added, “it would 
be difficult to bold this on to established 
Anglo-Saxon practice, so the best thing is 
probably what the Americans do.”
“We now realize that, particularly 
among young people, not drinking much 
all week and splurging at the weekend is 
harmful,” Viner said.
Researchers on the study found that 98 
percent of problem drinkers started using 
alcohol as adolescents and suggested ran­
dom breath-testing and intervention from 
health care providers as possible solutions.
What do you think of the new 
findings that alcohol and 
tobacco are more harmful than 
many illegal drugs?
“I feel that it wouldn’t be true 
because illegal drugs lead to 
serious addictions.”
Katie Kelly ’08
“If you’re thinking long-term use 
then maybe they are more 
dangerous, but if used sparingly 
then illegal drugs are 
more dangerous.”
Sarah Duncan ’08
“It would be true because alcohol 
and tobacco are over used, and if 
people use them more they could 
be more dangerous.”
Bridget Hayes ’08
By Jim Hanrahan ’09
Asst. World Editor
The world’s largest bank is planning to 
fire 15,000 employees. Citigroup will cut 
its global workforce by five percent to sat­
isfy investors’ demands to make the com­
pany more efficient and help reduce recent 
profit losses.
With the cuts, Citigroup hopes to save 
about $1 billion of its annual cost. The 
bank is planning to shift its focus to inter­
national operations as it realizes India is its 
biggest driver of growth.
The cuts will fall mostly in the cities of 
New York, London, and Hong Kong, 
where operating costs are high and a larg­
er percentage of the company’s workforce 
is located.
Cuts will mostly be in the area of con­
sumer relations. This includes retail bank­
ing, credit cards, and consumer finance. 
Analysts told The Times that consumer 
relations is a popular area in which to 
focus on cuts because of the fragmented 
nature of the department’s hierarchy.
Since India has risen from 44 to 60 per­
cent in global revenues for the company, 
the country will be spared the employee 
layoff.
The cuts will fall mostly in the 
cities of New York, London, 
and Hong Kong, where 
operating costs are high and a 
large percentage of the 
company’s workforce is located.
Robert Druskin, who was promoted to 
chief operating officer last December, has 
been under pressure to improve 
Citigroup’s efficiency. The position was 
created last year after pressure from 
investors, most notably Prince Alwaleed 
bin Talal, the Saudi billionaire. Talal, who 
is Citigroup’s largest single shareholder, 
made a public call last summer for “dra­
conian” measures to reduce overheads.
In recent years, Citigroup has invested 
much in newer technology and opening 
hundreds of new branches. With these 
advancements, operating expenses have 
increased by 15 percent, up from the previ­
ous seven percent. To further its presence 
in Asia and Latin America, the bank’s 
international consumer division’s costs 
went up about 18 percent—roughly $11.2 
billion.
On April 16, Citigroup is expected to 
release its findings when it release its quar­
terly earnings report.
Liz Moyer ofForbes.com noted that five 
percent reductions are considered the stan­
dard for such cost reductions in banking 
histoiy but also quoted analyst Richard 
Bove of Punk Ziegel as saying that the 
steep cost cuts aren’t the right solution.
Ziegel told Forbes that Citi has underin­
vested in technology and branches since 
the era of its former chief executive 
Sanford Weill, who cut the bank’s expens­
es after its acquisition by Travelers Group 
and focused instead on acquisitions.
“Maybe.”
John Gontomasso ’08
“They’re not. We just drink too 
much and smoke too much 
because it’s more 
widely available.”
Isaac Lungu ’07
COMPILED BY JULIANNE SPOHRER ’07
Ask 
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Local
“Lucky seven” given a second chance
Seven people, selected from 104 who 
were busted in a major drug sweep last 
year, are getting a second chance to better 
their lives.
The Providence police and Urban 
League of Rhode Island said these lucky 
104, ages 14 to 30 years old, would be let 
go in an effort to help clean up the drug 
problem in upper south Providence.
Since then, few have found steady jobs 
and are struggling to keep from starving. 
At a town meeting last Tuesday, March 20, 
one 20-year-old man told The Providence 
Journal'. “I can honestly say I was doing 
better selling drugs. At least I was feeding 
people.”
This was the general consensus among 
many in the 104, whose feelings were the 
opposite of how creators of the program 
felt it was going. An 18 year old in the 
group believed he was much better off sell­
ing drugs than working at a part-time job 
he had recently lost. “A hundred dollars a 
week? I made $100 in 30 minutes, he said”
“We’re trying to help these young men, 
but it’s all baby steps,” said Lizette 
Fuentes, one of the case managers. “We 
want to see them make it. We believe in 
this program, but it’s all baby steps.”
Since that meeting on Tuesday, things 
have been looking up. All the members of 
the group had gotten job interviews with
Hollywood directors offend ancient cultures
by Nicole Chismar ’07
World Staff
Controversy seems to have hit the box 
office hard in recent weeks, and Mel 
Gibson’s top-grossing film Apocalypto and 
Zack Snyder’s recently released epic 300 
have been at the center of it. Touted as his­
torically inaccurate and having “no 
redeeming social value” by both The New 
York Times and the government of Iran, 
box office sales haven’t been detected.
The criticism hasn’t kept PC students 
from enjoying these blockbuster hits 
either. Caitlin Fogarty ’07 recently saw 
300. “Great movie, awesome effects 
throughout the whole thing I felt like I was 
right there in the battle,” she said. “It was 
definitely a rough and tough movie but 
very entertaining.”
Released in December, Gibson’s film 
Apocalypto depicts the decline of the 
Mayan civilization, and the graphic nature 
of their ancient rituals. The film is violent 
throughout, depicting various Mayan 
rulers murdering enemies by means of
Week in Review
Compiled by Jim Hanrahan ’09
several local hospitals, except for the 
youngest.
Despite minor setbacks, the program has 
been doing some good since enacted last 
year, The Providence Journal reported. 
The Lockwood neighborhood, in upper 
south Providence, has been drug free for 
about four months now.
National
Powerful earthquake rocks Japan
A powerful earthquake hit Japan on 
Sunday, March 25, killing one and injuring 
more than 190. The earthquake scored a 
7.1 on the Richter scale, as reported by The 
Daily Indian. There have been more than 
60 homes leveled and about 164 others 
damaged.
A tsunami warning was immediately 
issued, ordering people to seek higher 
ground. The Japan Meteorological Agency 
said the earthquake was located off the 
Noto Peninsula and was at least 40 kilome­
ters under the seabed. One woman has 
been reported dead in Wajima, and at least 
40 others are being treated for injuries in 
the city.
The earthquake reportedly reached a 
wide area of the country. In Suzu City and 
at Kanazawa Port, a tsunami of about six 
inches was reported. It hit coast approxi­
mately 36 minutes after the earthquake 
occurred. Landslides were also triggered 
by the quake.
everything from throat-slitting to heart-rip­
ping. Despite their graphic nature, 
researchers argue these practices of human 
sacrifice have been well documented as 
historically accurate in recent years. In 
fact, The Associated Press reported that 
most anthropologists now agree that 
human sacrifice was a central part of 
Mayan culture.
This conclusion is counter to previous 
assumptions that violent rituals and human 
sacrifices were not practiced, and many 
experts have criticized the violent portray­
al for this reason.
Juan Tiney, leader of the National Indian 
and Farmer Committee, has been outspo­
ken regarding the depiction, telling The 
Associated Press that “this isn’t the Mayan 
Culture. Although it might be part of it, 
there was also culture, economics, astro­
nomical wealth and language.”
Tiney argued that the movie’s imagery 
was unfair to those of Mayan heritage 
because “it discredits a people to present 
them in this manner.”
Under fire on the same front, Snyder’s 
300 depicts the violent clash between a 
small group of Spartans and hundreds of 
Persians at Thermopylae in 480 B.C.
Officials warn of possible aftershocks 
which could last for over a week. “A fairly 
big aftershock hit just minutes ago and I 
jumped out the door,” Tornio Maeda, man­
ager of a convenience store in the town of 
Anamizu town told CNN. “It’s scary. I 
guess it’s not over yet.”
Science
Scientists enable mice to see new colors
In a joint press release from the 
University of California, Santa Barbara, 
and the Johns Hopkins University School 
of Medicine, the schools claimed they 
have demonstrated that genetic modifica­
tions to mice enable them to see new col­
ors.
The report, to be published in the jour­
nal Science, will have implications for the 
understanding of how mammals’ vision 
and other sensory organs evolve.
Mice see with a vision that is similar to 
people with red-green color blindness. 
When introduced with a light sensor 
human gene code, mice are able to distin­
guish colors in ways they never have 
before.
One of the study’s senior authors, 
Jeremy Nathans, said in the report: “What 
we are looking at in these mice is the same 
evolutionary event that happened in one of 
the distant ancestors of all primates and 
that led ultimately to the trichromatic color 
vision that we now enjoy.”
Warner Brothers 
Recent box office hit 300 has received 
much discontent from scientists and 
analysts who believe movies such as 
these are historically inaccurate.
“[300] is about as violent as Apocalypto 
and twice as stupid,” New York Times crit­
ic A.O. Scott wrote in his review. In addi­
tion, Iranian officials spoke out in anger 
against the film, “The movie is aimed at 
‘humiliating’ Iranians, who are descen­
dants of ancient Persians,” Javad 
Shamghardi, cultural advisor the Iranian
Enough
Crocs not bombs
Guards at the Gaza-Egypt border are 
accustomed to confiscating cigarettes and 
car parts from those trying to pass through 
the hot-zone. Recently, however, they were 
forced to deal with living contraband.
A woman with three crocodiles strapped 
to her waist was detained after guards 
noticed that she looked “strangely fat,” 
officials said.
A statement was released by the 
European observers who monitor the zone. 
Their spokeswoman, Maria Telleria, told 
Fox News that “even though she was 
veiled and covered, even with so many 
clothes on, there was something strange.”
“The policewoman screamed and ran 
out of the room, and then women began 
screaming and panicking when they 
heard,” Telleria said. In her defense, the 
woman said she was asked to carry the 
crocodiles.
Telleria later added that everyone was 
admired that the woman was able to tie 
crocodiles to her body at all. She was later 
permitted to pass without the creatures, 
who were returned to the Egyptian side of 
the border.
—Sarah Vaz’07
president told the Ayan Ho Newspaper. 
Shamghardi also believes that the film is 
part of an American “psychological war­
fare” which is directed at Iranian culture.
Nonetheless, 300 has certainly become 
popular among college-age students, who 
do not see a justification of the controver­
sy. Nate Downing ’07 noted, “In terms of 
parallels [to Iranian Culture], I am pretty 
skeptical. It’s an incredibly old story about 
a war. The parallels are accidental.”
In response to such accusations, director 
Zack Snyder commented, “You know, 
when I see someone use words like “neo­
con,’ ‘homophobic,’ ‘homoerotic,’ or 
‘racist’ in their review, I kind of just think 
they don’t get the movie and don’t under­
stand. It’s a graphic-novel movie about a 
bunch of guys that are stomping the snot 
out of each other. As soon as you start to 
frame it like that, it becomes clear that 
you’ve missed the point entirely.”
Since its release Apocalypto has grossed 
over $100 million worldwide, and has gar­
nered three Academy Award nominations. 
300, with an estimated gross of $162 mil­
lion in the United States alone, has proved 
even more popular, holding the top spot at 
the box-office for the last two weeks.
Foreign aid may not be able to sustain Darfur relief effort
By Brett Corrigan ’09
World Staff
The conflict in Darfur continues on but 
aid organized throughout the world to pro­
vide relief for those in need may be close 
to collapse.
This is according to an announcement 
by the United Nations that monetary and 
physical aid to the region may not be a 
possibility much longer.
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator John 
Holmes announced in the statement that 
there are two main concerns that the 
United Nations and many relief workers 
are now facing.
First, the turmoil within the area has not 
only impacted those within the country but 
outside observers as well. There have been 
many attacks and threats targeted at aid 
workers and the agencies they represent.
In addition, Holmes expressed concern 
at how long support and relief efforts will 
be able to continue in the face of increas­
ing levels of need.
“Large populations have been displaced 
for several years and ever more newly dis­
placed people continue to flow into exist­
ing camps,” the United Nations statement 
said, indicating the need for long-term aid.
Th[s report was prompted in part by an
incident when Holmes and his convoy 
were stopped at a checkpoint on its way to 
the Kassab relief camp in Darfur. Kassab 
currently houses over 22,000 internally 
displaced persons.
United Nations
In the report, Holmes noted with con­
cern that“The United Nations and its NGO 
[Non-governmental Organization] partners 
are keeping these people alive—and we 
are not allowed in. We should be allowed 
to move freely.”
Local government officials later apolo­
gized to Holmes and the United Nations 
for the misunderstanding, but the inability 
of a high profile unit to obtain clearance to 
enter the camps raised many concerns in 
the international community.
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The United Nations and its NGO 
partners are keeping these people 
alive—and we are not allowed in.
We should be allowed to move 
freely.
John Holmes,
UN Emergency Relief Coordinator
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These concerns centered around the fea­
sibility of maintaining relief programs, as 
well as the potential harm that could be 
done should relief workers be driven out.
The United Nations worries that inac­
cessibility and eminent danger have 
become too widespread throughout the 
refugee areas, which are stuck in the mid­
dle of a clash between the government- 
backed Janjaweed militias, and African 
rebels unhappy with the lack of govern­
ment assistance.
As attacks on relief workers continue to 
increase in frequency and severity, ranging 
from fire at volunteer convoys to extreme 
cases of sexual assault, some speculate it is 
only a matter of time before the situation 
will escalate beyond the control of relief 
workers and international observers.
The camps currently offer refuge to 
those who have been forced out of their 
homes but the inhabitants are in clear need 
of food and clean drinking water as they 
grow in population—a task international 
charities and governments have shoul­
dered up to this point.
At the same time, 12 aid workers have 
been killed in the last year alone, and many 
supplies and vehicles have been stolen, 
leaving aid workers unsure of how to bal­
ance a concern for the endangered lives of 
the people they serve, and their own.
Conservative estimates suggest that up 
to 200,000 people have been killed in the 
country since the civil conflict began, but 
governments worldwide continue to 
debate whether or not the situation can be 










up in the U.S.
by Mark Scirocco ’10
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
Environmentalist and former vice presi­
dent Al Gore recently won a “Best 
Documentary” Academy Award for his 
film An Inconvenient Truth, wherein he 
exposes the dangers of global warming. In 
the film Gore encourages people to combat 
global warming by reducing energy con­
sumption in their own homes.
Ironically, only several days after taking 
home his Oscar, evidence surfaced that 
Gore’s Tennessee mansion consumes 20 
times more energy than the average 
American household. This appears to be 
yet another case of the age old liberal 
motto: Do as I say, not as I do.
In analyzing Gore’s utility bills through­
out the past two years, the Tennessee 
Center for Policy Research published 
some surprising news about Gore’s own 
contribution to the phenomenon against 
which he campaigns. The story hit the 
news on Drudgereport.com, which pub­
lished the Center’s press release. 
According to the report, “Gore’s mansion, 
[20-room, eight-bathroom] . . . consumes 
more electricity every month than the 
average American household uses in an 
entire year, according to the Nashville 
Electric Service (NES).”
Gore’s natural gas bills apparently aren’t 
any better than his electric bills: “Natural 
gas bills for Gore’s mansion and guest 
house averaged $ 1,080 per month last year 
... In total, Gore paid nearly $30,000 in 
combined electricity and natural gas 
bills for his Nashville estate in 2006” 
the report stated. These statistics don’t 
pertain to some right-wing industrialist 
but rather to the elite media’s foremost 
Democratic environmentalist.
Drew Johnson, the president of the 
Tennessee Center for Policy Research told 
ABC News, “If this were any other person 
with $30,000 a year in utility bills, I 
wouldn’t care. But he tells other people 
how to live, and he’s not following his own 
rules.’ No one from the Gore camp has dis­
puted the figures, but Kalee Kreider, a 
Gore spokesperson, has responded by say­
ing that the Gores are working to reduce 
their fossil fuel emissions by purchasing 
energy through renewable resources.
Furthermore, Kreider told ABC, the 
Gores “are in the midst of installing solar 
panels on their home, which will enable 
them to use less power. They also use com­
pact fluorescent bulbs and other energy 
efficiency measures ...” According to 
Johnson, these measures are all well and 
good “but he also has natural gas lanterns 
in his yard, a heated pool, and an electric 
gate. While I appreciate that he’s switching 
out some light bulbs, he is not living the 
lifestyle that he advocates.”
The logic on the left seems to be that 
because Gore is working for the common 
good of stopping global warming on a 
communal level, he is entitled to use 
extreme amounts of energy. In fact, last 
week, according to breitbart.com, “Gore 
testified before House panels that it is not 
too late to deal with climate change ‘and 
we have everything we need to get start­
ed.’” Apparently, when Gore says “we,” 
he’s leaving himself out of that equation. 
Gore’s interest in stopping global warming 
is about as sincere as an arsonist’s interest 
in stopping forest fires. If Gore were sin­
cere in his fight to stop global warming, he
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‘Reserving’ a better lifestyle
Students learn and participate in service on Apache reservation
by Betsy Rouleau ’08
Commentary Staff
CULTURE
I know how to lasso a bull. I can tell you 
what kinds of cacti are OK to eat and how to 
prepare them if you’re stuck in the desert. I 
know how to swaddle an infant in a cradle 
board. I know how to say “Hello, my name 
is Betsy” and “Farewell, until we meet 
again” in Apache.
I developed these skills and more during 
spring break when I joined 11 members of 
my junior class and service learning coordi­
nator with the Feinstein Institute Colleen 
Rost-Banik for a trip to the San Carlos 
Apache Reservation, a native American 
reservation in Eastern Arizona. The general 
response to this statement is one of shock. 
“Did you live in a teepee? Do they wear moc­
casins? Did you do any tribal dances?” No, 
not anymore, and yes.
Our goal as participants in “PC-AZ” was 
to serve, which we did, leaving behind a 
mural and a beautified community center as 
tangible evidence of our service. We spent 
days in the community—in daycares, 
schools, and senior centers. But I believe that 
the Apache people did us a far greater serv­
ice. Not only did I learn about the intricacies 
of lassos and just what a cactus tastes like, but 
I got a taste of what it means to be an 
American Indian and live on a reservation.
In Jo Arm Van Egan’s article “The Cost of 
Short Term Missions,” which is posted on the 
Association of a More Just Society Web site,
B.A. gets students a free stay in a box




Since my post-graduation dreams of galli­
vanting to China have not materialized with 
enough rapidity to make me feel secure about 
my future, I recently launched headfirst into 
the “Get Your Indebted Butt a Job ASAP” 
pool. It feels strikingly similar to the waters 
of “Get Your Inexperienced Butt an 
Internship” kiddie pool I swam in this time 
last year. Last year, I had to transform my 
experience as a “Children’s Activities 
Coordinator” (a.k.a. camp counselor) into 
suitable material for an editorial internship at 
a magazine. Now I face the similar challenge 
of turning “Providence College English and 
Spanish Major” (I could dominate 
Jeopardy in South America) into suit­
able material for a paying job.
I am currently treading water in this job 
pool, and the water is winning.
After bombing yet another job inter­
view—this one was conducted in Spanish, so 
give me a break—my panicked brain has 
jumped to the conclusion that I will be living 
in a cardboard box come May, crouching in 
fear of loan collectors and interest rates. To 
add insult to injury, as I was trolling news 
sites to find fodder for this article, 
CNNMoney.com posted the headline “Top 
Colleges Get More Affordable.” The article 
discussed how many of the top higher educa­
tion institutions in the United States are elim­
inating loans as part of their financial aid 
packages in favor of grants and work study. 
Some of the schools mentioned cap loan dis­
tributions to students: Others do not ask fam­
ilies with incomes of less than $60,000 per 
year to contribute anything to the students’ 
education and foot the bill. 
she critiques service and mission trips to 
poverty-stricken areas, saying that, the mis­
sion trips often benefit the missionaries far 
more than the populations themselves. The 
PC-AZ team learned to listen and observe 
our surroundings. By the end of the week, we 
realized that the only long-term service we 
could truly do would be to share our experi­
ences when we returned home. Through 
doing this, we could shed light on the many 
problems that the reservations of the United 
States face. That is the best service we 
can do for the courageous, creative, and 
spirited San Carlos Apaches.
The San Carlos Apache Reservation spans 
more than 1.8 million acres, has a population 
of about 10,000 inhabitants, and a 75 percent 
unemployment rate: Subsequently, more than 
70 percent of tribal members suffer from an 
existence that can only be described as 
impoverished. There is no industry and there 
are few job opportunities on the reservation. 
This particular reservation is one of the poor­
est Indian communities in the United States, 
and my immediate response was therefore 
one of shock. I felt as though we had arrived 
in a third world country as opposed to an 
American community. I saw conditions that 
were far worse than any other poverty I had 
previously encountered: Sick dogs roamed 
the streets, and trash was piled everywhere. 
We witnessed families living in unfit, decay­
ing homes, and we saw real hunger, frighten­
ing diseases, and devastating addictions.
What does San Carlos need? What do the 
563 tribal nations scattered throughout the 
nation need? My six days on the reservation 
did not provide me with concrete answers, 
but it gave me a sense of outrage. These
Where was this policy when I was an 
incoming college freshman? Does it apply to 
college education purchases made within the 
last four years? This whole no-loan trend 
makes me feel like my grandmother waiting 
in the return line at the supermarket after she 
bought a melon last week and found out it 
went on sale this week. Providence College, 
jump on board this ship! That is, when you 
get the billion dollar endowments of 
Harvard and Princeton.
Perhaps to soothe the wound and give 
graduates hope that they might eventually be 
able to pay off their loans, CNNMoney.com 
posted another headline beneath the article, 
entitled, “Class of 2007: You’re Hired!” I 
would have called it “Music to my ears, 
answer to my prayers, that’s what I’m talking 
about!” had I not read the article. While the 
statistic that employers expect to hire 17.4 
percent more recent college graduates in 
2007 than in 2005-2006 and starting salaries 
will go up 4.6 percent has a nice ring to it, 
unfortunately for me and the liberal arts 
majors at PC, employers are not looking for 
us. Starting salaries are down for English and 
art history majors, and it seems the job pool 
does not let us swim between the hours of 
now and forever.
The article provided a list of the top 20 jobs 
for “The Young and Restless,” researched by 
Money and Salary.com. Here is an overview:
Product/brand manager. Some type of job 
where they know a lot about marketing a 
product. The median pay is slightly less than 
$100,000, and the growth rate is amazing. 
“Performs a variety of tasks” and other such 
hazy job functions. Congratulations market­
ing majors, you may not know what the heck 
your job serves for, but you have it.
Property manager. I have one more reason 
to hate my landlord. Not only does he prema­
turely turn off our heat, fail to fix anything in 
our house, and arrive unannounced to show 
reservations need more funding from the fed­
eral government to have livable housing, bet­
ter water services, and a better infrastructure. 
These reservations need dedicated and cultur- 
ally-sensitive volunteers who are willing to 
live in the community for long periods of time 
to serve the tribe. The schools need intelli­
gent, passionate, and well-trained teachers. 
Young adults and older adults alike need 
aggressive education on the dangers of crystal 
methamphetamine and alcoholism and 
aggressive treatment options for those who 
suffer from these debilitating addictions. The 
children and teenagers need afterschool pro­
grams, mentors, safe hangouts, and college 
and career counselors.
Mainly, these individuals need dreams. 
They have lived in an economically 
depressed and forgotten area for so long that 
dreams are rare and slow to develop. Without 
dreams, personal ambitions, and goals for the 
reservation at large will never emerge. My 
own dreams for what I now consider my 
“Apache family” may seem large, but my six 
days taught me so much about the character 
of the Apaches. I saw courage in the midst of 
despair, I witnessed a keen sense of commu­
nity, and I perceived a beautiful pride in tradi­
tions that have defined and continue to define 
the Apaches’ identity.
The PC-AZ team might have said, egoga- 
han, until we meet again, to the Apache reser­
vation, but we are not saying goodbye to the 
many issues facing these people. They taught 
us so much, and in return, we want to contin­
ue to spread information and let the world 
know the trials that America’s tribes experi­
ence each day.
the house to prospective tenants while I’m in 
my bathrobe, that jerk is making between 
$80,000 and $120,000 a year in the process. 
Change of career plans—become a 
Providence slumlord.
Meeting/event planner-. Maybe I 
should have majored in “Board of 
Programers” or “Relay for Life” instead 
of English and Spanish.
Massage therapist: You’re telling me I 
could have made a decent living with huge 
job growth and the opportunity to slap oil on 
hot business executives and tense athletes by 
going to my local tech school instead of 
shelling out over $35,000 a year to go to PC?
Personal trainer: Again, you’re telling me 
I could have made a decent living with huge 
job growth and the opportunity to look hot, 
hang out with hot co-workers, and make 
other people hot by hanging out at my gym 
instead of going to college?
Pharmaceutical sales representative: Ajob 
where they pay you huge bucks to pitch 
Viagra and other miracle drugs with limited 
side effects. Way to call that one, biology and 
health policy and management majors.
Investment/marketing specialist: You 
majored in either economics, finance, mar­
keting, or business—basically you majored in 
“Success”—and you will eventually be 
charging me an arm and a leg to help me 
determine my stock options, increase my 
sales, refinance my cardboard box, or per­
form a variety of tasks that I cannot wrap my 
liberal arts mind around.
Enjoy your success, real-world applicable 
majors. For those of you who majored in 
English, theater, sociology, psychology, and 
history, I am starting my new career as a card­
board box property manager and 1 can offer 
you a great deal on this two-story number in 
a great new neighborhood outside Fennell 
gates. Waterproof and loan-collector proof 
notions are currentlv not available . . .
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No eggs in 
this basket
by Andrew Sparks ’09 
Commentary Staff
The Easter bunny will not be making 
his usual appearance at the Tiverton 
Middle School craft fair this year. Instead, 
Peter Rabbit will make a guest appearance 
for children who want to have their picture 
taken with him. As reported by The 
Providence Journal, the decision was 
influenced by vice chairman of the School 
Board Committee, Michael Burk, who is a 
self admitted “ex-Catholic.” The final 
order was issued by Superintendent 
William Rearick, to maintain “the neutral­
ity of public schools with regard to reli­
gious observances of any kind.” “We’re 
trying to be proactive,” Rearick said. “[We 
are] conscious of other people’s back­
grounds and traditions.” Rearick also 
claimed that his position is “not meant to 
be restrictive.”





His actions, however, are fundamental­
ly restrictive. By stripping the public 
sphere of any and all religious observanc­
es, he is making the children of Tiverton 
decidedly unconscious of other people’s 
backgrounds and traditions. If Rearick 
truly wanted to maintain neutrality in the 
public schools, he should invite the Easter 
bunny to his school, and celebrate the 
simultaneous Jewish, Muslim, and Hindu 
holidays that coincide with Easter. A pub­
lic school that takes such an approach is 
fertile soil for interfaith dialogue, yet the 
American Civil Liberties Union has put 
the fear of the Supreme Being into spine­
less public servants to yield a fruitless and 
intolerant public environment. Strangely 
enough, the presence of the Easter bunny 
does not compel students to believe in the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, nor does 
belief in the Easter bunny form a funda­
mental tenet of any Christian faith. Viacom says YouTube Viacuw’t
Tangents and Tirades
300 reasons to love 300. I just saw 300—for the second time. Can we all unanimous­
ly agree that it is the best movie ever created? The second time was less exciting, to say 
the least, since at the midnight premiere the first time around, I saw Jesse Lacey. JESSE 
LACEY! The Brand New frontman held the door open for me. Ladies, for me this is the 
equivalent of meeting Justin Timberlake or Brad Pitt. Talk about exciting! I saw no gor­
geously brooding singer the second time, but hey, like I said, best movie ever created, 
right?—Jackie Kramer ’10
The truth will set them free. It has occurred to me recently that people’s feelings are 
often placed ahead of truth. If I have to hear one more time, “Oh, I would have said this 
or done that, but I didn’t want to hurt his or her feelings,” I am going to scream. What is 
so wrong with telling the truth? People rebound quickly. What does not kill us makes us 
stronger. Maybe sometimes it’s good to hear why he or she doesn’t like you, or that you 
did not get the job you wanted, or that you didn’t make the little league team. Hearing 
our faults can hurt, but it gives us the opportunity to change. Leaving someone in the 
dark is not doing that person a favor; it is allowing him or her to be sub par when they 
could have the potential to be great. I am not suggesting that people be ruthless, but the 
next time Sally asks if she is wearing too much bronzer, and she looks like an Oompa 
Loompa, tell her!—Shannon Obey ’08
T-a-s-t-e-y? West Warwick, R.I., resident, eighth grader Rosa Nguyen won the Rhode 
Island Spelling Bee Championship by first correctly spelling “presidio” and then bring­
ing home the prize with the difficult word “vituperative,” as reported by The Providence 
Journal. It was after I heard this interesting piece of Rhode Island news that I realized 
there needs to be a showdown between a spelling bee champ such as Nguygen and the 
pop singer Fergie. Having developed her solo career a bit, there have been two consec­
utive singles that, in my personal opinion, have made the world more aware of spelling. 
Would I have remembered that “delicious” was spelled d-e-l-i-c-i-o-u-s or what the cor­
rect letter order of “glamorous” actually is? Probably not until I heard Fergie, also a 
member of the Black Eyed Peas, spell “tasty” as t-a-s-t-e-y in her hit song Fergalicious 
that I realized I have been spelling that word wrong my entire life. I guess the spell check 
on my computer must be wrong. Thank you, Fergie, for saving the globe from spelling errors 
and for making us all more aware of our vocabulary.—Laura Bedrossian ’07
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When Google bought YouTube, an online 
video-sharing community, it paid $1.65 bil­
lion in its own stock.
And because Google is a company that 
can afford to set aside $220 million in 
escrow—a kind of “rainy-day” or “just-in­
case” account—you wouldn’t think that it 
would balk at a $1 billion lawsuit. In fact, 
those of us who love YouTube are currently 
giving alms to the cybergods (relax, Father, 
it’s a metaphor not idolatry) in hopes that 
Google will emerge victorious from its 
latest legal battle.
If you have been living under a rock for 
the past year or so, you may not be up-to-date 
on the wonders of YouTube (I hope you’re 
not so out of the loop that you haven’t deco­
rated your rock with Ikea and had Peapod 
deliver. It is 2007, after all). YouTube is a 
Web site that was created for the purpose of 
sharing users’ original homemade videos. 
There’s a lot of time to be wasted perusing 
the site, where you’ll even find a video of 
children opening Christmas presents that 
became so popular it was featured in a recent 
car commercial. But the joy of procrasti­
nating on YouTube is soon to be shroud­
ed by legal action.
Viacom, the broadcasting genius behind 
such gems as The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart and The Colbert Report, as well as 
the psychedelic mind-boggler that is 
Spongebob Squarepants, has sued Google (as 
the new owner of YouTube) for copyright 
infringement. It’s true. One of YouTube’s 
greatest assets is its availability of T.V. clips, 
which include just about anything you’d ever 
care (or not care) to see—and unfortunately 
some shows owned by Viacom.
As a result, Viacom told Wired, that the 
“more than 160,000 clips posted on YouTube 
from . . . Viacom-owned programs violate 
Viacom's copyrights, [and that] Google has 
' not done enough to prevent such infringe-
Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentaries and let­
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ment.” That is not to say that Google hasn’t 
tried. When a user submits a video to be 
uploaded onto YouTube, he or she must agree 
to a particular list of terms and conditions of 
use, which includes a promise not to upload 
any copyrighted material. Beyond this meas­
ure, Google also pledges to remove any 
copyright infringements if they are pointed 
out by networks or other YouTube users. For 
some reason, these precautions are not 
enough for Viacom. But due to the anonymi­
ty of the Internet, individual users of 
YouTube cannot be held responsible, and 
Viacom must attack Google instead.
The National Broadcasting Company 
(NBC) once had the same beef with YouTube 
regarding the posting of Saturday Night Live 
clips. Today, NBC provides its own clips for 
YouTube and has total control over its cre­
ative content. It sees YouTube as a chance for 
marketing and advertisement, and tacks on 
information about when a viewer can catch 
full episodes to the end of every video.
Viacom feels too strongly about copyright 
infringement to jump on NBC’s bandwagon. 
YouTube’s only source of revenue is adver­
tising—thus, because the site must display 
ads on pages that show clips from the Daily 
Show, for example, Viacom is accusing 
YouTube of “profiting” from stolen material. 
However, “protected by the so-called Notice 
and Take Down provision, such sites [as 
YouTube] are insulated from copyright­
infringement suits as long as they remove 
materials when notified of violations by con­
tent owners,” according to Wired.
Rather than become entrenched in a legal 
battle against Google, a company that could 
easily afford to appeal this case 1,000 times 
over, Viacom would do better to follow in 
NBC’s footsteps, resulting in higher qual­
ity clips and total control over the con­
tent in its account.
After all, it is questionable as to whether 
YouTube clips really harm a show’s public 
standing. It’s possible that small clips of The 
Daily Show could prompt a viewer to tune 
into the actual broadcast. Ultimately, Viacom 
will have to keep putting its trust in Google to 
take the videos down that are found to 
infringe on copyrights.
editor are the opinions of the writer only and do 
not reflect the viewpoint of The Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered, mailed, or faxed 
to The Cowl office no later than 5:00 p.m. on the 
Monday before publication. Mail submissions to 
549 River Avenue, Providence, R.I. 02918, Slavin 
Rm. G05; fax to 401-865-1202; submit online at 
www.thecowl.com; e-mail to thecowl@provi- 
dence.edu; or hand deliver to The Cowl Office in 
Slavin G05. Call 401-856-2214 with any questions.
Weekly Subscription Rate is $30.00 per year by 
mail. Student subscription is included in tuition 
fee. Correspondence can be mailed directly to: 
The Cowl, 549 River Avenue, Providence, 
R.I. 02918, Slavin G05.
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Double standard at root of party problems
by Kyle Drennen ’07
Commentary Staff
POLITICS
For anyone who has been paying atten­
tion to national politics lately, one of the 
hottest stories has been about the recent 
firing of eight U.S. attorneys by the Bush 
administration. Most people would think 
that the hiring and firing of mid-level fed­
eral bureaucrats is largely an internal gov­
ernment process that has little impact on 
the nation as a whole.
The controversy that has erupted over 
this issue, however, is now threatening 
to force the resignation of Attorney 
General Alberto Gonzales and top 
administration officials like Karl Rove 
and Harriet Miers to testify before 
Congress. The question that comes to 
mind is: What is the big deal about the 
president firing his own employees?
There are currently 93 U.S. attorneys 
serving in districts throughout the country. 
Each one is appointed by the president and 
each one serves at the pleasure of the pres­
ident. This means that like cabinet secre­
taries and members of his personal staff, 
the president has full authority to hire and 
fire these government officials.
While these attorneys generally serve 
four year terms, they can be replaced at 
any time for essentially any reason the 
president may cite. In this case, the 
administration claimed that these attor­
neys were fired due to poor perform­
ance in their jobs.
The Democrats are claiming that these 
eight U.S. attorneys were fired for political 
reasons. They point to the fact that many 
of the attorneys were prosecuting political 
corruption cases that would be harmful to 
Republicans and that prompted their dis­
missal. The problem with this accusation 
is that they have no solid evidence to 
prove it. One particular attorney who was 
fired, Carol Lam in San Diego, who was 
seen by the administration as not effective­
ly prosecuting illegal immigration cases, 
was also criticized for the same reason by 
Sen. Diane Feinstein, D-Calif. Interestingly, 
now Sen. Feinstein is one of Lam’s biggest 
defenders and he is claiming the firing was 
totally improper and politically motivated. 
What a short memory.
Beyond the lack of evidence in proving 
the firings were political is the fact that 
U.S. attorneys have been fired for political 
reasons by several former presidents. 
Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and Bill 
Clinton fired all 93 U.S. attorneys, as each 
of them entered office following a prede­
cessor of the opposing political party. To 
replace all the U.S. attorneys immediately 
upon entering office because the pervious 
president was of a different political party 
can only be described as firing govern­
ment officials for political reasons. No one 
seemed to have a problem with this.
In one particularly stunning incident, 
former President Carter actually fired 
Republican U.S. Attorney David Marston 
of Philadelphia, Pa., after being asked to 
by Congressman Joshua Eilberg, D-Pa., 
who was the target of a corruption investi­
gation being led by Marston, according to 
an article published in TIME magazine on 
Feb. 6, 1978. Strangely, Democrats seem 
to have completely forgotten this incident 
in recent weeks.
It is quite ironic that many Democrats 
feel that the best way to respond to this 
alleged improper firing of government 
officials is to fire another government offi­
cial, the attorney general. To suggest that 
the demands for Alberto Gonzales’ res­
ignation by Democrats are not political­
ly motivated but that the administrations 
firings of lower level officials were 
politically motivated displays an incred­
ible double standard.
In the latest phase of this controversy, 
Democrats are preparing to issue subpoe­
nas to force administration officials such 
as White House Deputy Chief of Staff Karl 
Rove, former White House Counsel 
Harriet Miers, and Alberto Gonzales’ for­
mer Chief of Staff Kyle Sampson, who just 
resigned over the issue, to testify. The 
White House had offered a deal to 
Congress that these officials would testify 
privately without a transcript, but this deal 
was immediately rejected. Sen. Arlen 
Spector, R-Pa. brought some common 
sense to the controversy when he suggest­
ed why not agreeing to the private testimo­
ny and trying to get to the bottom of the 
issue rather than rejecting the deal imme­
diately and risking a lengthy legal battle 
with the White House. According to 
FOXNews.com he mentioned that Congress 
could always issue the subpoenas if it were 
not happy with the testimony. Of course, the 
Democrats were not interested in such a com­
mon sense approach.
The White House refusal to allow 
administration officials to publicly tes­
tify on the issue is being cited as proof 
by some that they must have something 
to hide. The logic behind this assump­
tion is quite astonishing. Democrats 
accuse the administration of firing U.S. 
attorneys for political reasons. They 
present no solid evidence of this charge 
but still demand that administration 
officials make public testimony in their 
defense. The administration refuses, due to 
a lack of evidence, and is therefore labeled as 
guilty without any evidence being presented. 
This same logic was employed by Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy in the 1950s.
I, for one, am getting tired of these 
manufactured controversies that only 
serve to illustrate the hypocrisy of the 
politicians who raise them. It seems as 
if the Democrats are constantly grasp­
ing at straws to find anything to take 
down the Bush administration. Rather 
than focus on serious issues where there 
is real debate and disagreement, they 
jump from one frivolous issue to the 
next in hopes of taking advantage of the 
president’s unpopularity, regardless of 
the national interest.
Keepin’ it real during spring break, Mt. Vernon style?




During my spring break last year, three 
friends and I spent our week trekking to 
upstate New York and renting a condo on 
the side of Hunter Mountain. It was a 
week of snowboarding, partying, and fre­
quent Golden Eye tournaments on my 
Nintendo 64. Needless to say, it was a 
great week hindered only by a couple bro­
ken wrists from icy slopes. Thinking 
ahead to this year, my parents proposed 
that instead of spending my junior year 
spring break partying with my peers, I 
should do something more productive 
with my time.
After dismissing a number of options, 
we eventually came to an agreement on 
Habitat for Humanity. Rather than com­
plain about my situation, I bit the bullet 
and went along with the new plan. During 
my years in high school, community serv­
ice was a big part of my education. I spent 
many hours volunteering in soup kitchens, 
tutoring kids to prepare them for their high 
school entrance exams, and even spending 
nine days with a dozen other friends in one 
of the poorest villages in Ecuador to try 
and help in whatever way we could. Since 
I have been at PC, though the importance 
of community service has been nowhere 
near as significant in its ethos, and unless 
you go out of your way to look for it, you 
might miss it altogether.
A month or so after 
depositing the manda­
tory $300 fee that 
covered all the living 
expenses for my 
upcoming week of 
community service, I 
was informed that I 
would be spending 
my time and services 
in Mount Vernon,
N.Y. Having been bom and raised within 
15 minutes of Mount Vernon, I was pretty 
surprised. Since Mt. Vernon is located in 
Westchester County, one of the wealthiest 
counties in New York, I had trouble under­
standing why Habitat was going there. I 
figured I would be heading to New 
Orleans, Los Angeles, or another location 
It was a satisfying experience in 
many ways ... we spent an entire 
week building a Hip-Hop Culture
Gallery in one of New York’s 
wealthiest counties, of all places.
that I knew could use all the help they 
could get, but I figured that the people run­
ning the show knew something I didn’t.
Seven other PC students and I, we made 
our way from Providence to New York in a 
big red van until we reached a Korean 
Baptist Church, where we ate, bathed, and 
slept for the rest of the week. We did not 
know much about the site where we were 
volunteering or what kind of work we 
would do, but despite 
this, our hopes were 
high. It was not until 
the next day that we 
realized our worksite 
was in fact the Hip- 
Hop Culture Gallery 
of Mount Vernon. A 
dilapidated old build­
ing that was uninhab­
itable in every way, 
we found ourselves spending most of our 
time doing demolition work rather than 
rebuilding due to a lack of funding and 
limited resources.
After a strenuous day of working that 
left all of us achingly sore, the next four 
days essentially consisted of working for 
half the day, then spending the next half 
huddled around the space heater because 
the foremen on the project could not come 
up with a way for us to help out.
Despite the disappointment at how unor­
ganized the project was, it was very appar­
ent from the city officials and everyone 
working on site that our presence was 
much appreciated. We worked alongside a 
diverse group of contractors, architects, 
and ex-cons throughout the week, giving 
us, through Habitat for Humanity, a chance 
to interact with a great group of people that 
we would have never come across in our 
lives in PC.
It was a satisfying experience in many 
ways, but then again, we spent an entire 
week building a Hip-Hop Culture Gallery 
in one of New York’s wealthiest counties, 
of all places. Other Habitat groups went to 
some of the poorest cities in the nation, 
such as Camden N.J., and more or less built 
entire houses from the ground up.
Don’t get me wrong I had a great time 
on Habitat for Humanity, but there was 
still a lot to be desired by the time spring 
break came to an end and a residual feel­
ing that there are probably a lot of other 
people who were in greater need of some 
helping hands.
Donkey: Not meeting own standards
continued from page 9
would start by setting an example for 
Americans to live by. Instead, he is flying 
around in private jets that cause pollution 
and is living in a mansion that uses more 
energy in 12 months than the average 
American home does in 12 years.
Other Democrats, such as House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Sen. John 
Edwards, D-N.C., are no less hypocritical 
than Gore. Only a month ago, Pelosi was 
requesting a large private air force jet to 
fly her non-stop from Washington, D.C., 
to California. Edwards has called for envi­
ronmental restrictions or “carbon caps” to 
be placed on businesses that would limit 
the amount of carbon dioxide a business 
can put into the environment.
Don’t expect Edwards to live by the 
same rules when it comes to his own 
28,000 square foot home. On CNN’s 
American Morning Edwards said: “We 
have committed to [operating] this house 
in a carbon-neutral way, which means in 
addition to using energy saving devices in 
the house itself, to the extent that doesn’t 
cover it, we’re going to purchase carbon 
credits on the market.” In other words, 
Edwards will only go so far when it comes 
to conserving energy. Because he is rich, 
he can buy off his house’s excessive car­
bon dioxide emissions with “carbon cred­
its,” which will not decrease his home’s 
energy consumption.
Congressional Democrat’s failure to criti­
cize Gore, Pelosi, and Edwards for their envi­
ronmental irresponsibility reveals the left’s 
real motives behind the global warming cam­
paign. Leaders on the left see global warming 
as an opportunity to expand the government’s 
power. For liberals, global warming means 
more energy controls, which means a bigger 
government and more say in our lives.
It is clear from their own lifestyles that 
Gore and other wealthy Democrats care as 
little about stopping global warming as they 
claim conservatives do. What liberals like 
Gore desire is power.
Attention anyone who 
can write a sentence: 
(Preferably one who can do 
this well) 
WE NEED YOU! 
Apply now for position on the 
Commentary staff!
Pick up an application in The Cowl 
office, Slavin G05, across 
from McPhail’s.
-
 The CowlArtsand 
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Boycott your radio
Jess McCauley ’07 helps you discover five new bands 
to draw you away from today’s abysmal airwaves
by Jess McCauley ’07 
A&E Staff
The radio is a magnificent invention. It 
transports information and music in a man­
ner that my English major mind cannot 
even grasp—for free. Radio was hilarious 
and endearing as 
MUSIC voiced by Jon Lovitz
FEATURE in the Brave Little
Toaster. We should all 
love the radio.
However, the radio stinks. Driving in 
my car, I could do without hearing “Walk 
It Out” for the seventh consecutive time. 
DJs really love to hear themselves talk, 
and they should be rounded up and kept in 
a pen not unlike the ones that Sawyer and 
Kate were held in by the Others on Lost. 
The radio has helped make the likes of 
Nickelback and Breaking Benjamin 
famous. Ignore the radio, and pay attention 
to these bands that have existed outside the 
trainwreck of Top 40 music.
Bayside
The Walking Wounded
At first glance, the meaning behind the 
title of the Long Island quartet’s third full- 
length seems obvious—the end of 2005 
brought great tragedy as the group lost its 
original drummer, John “Beatz” Holohan, 
in a tragic accident while on tour. While 
the accident was undoubtedly fuel for cre­
ative fire, it does not permeate every 
aspect of the album.
Instead of “The Walking Wounded” act­
ing as complete catharsis for vocalist/gui- 
tarist Anthony Raneri, guitarist Jack 
O’Shea, bassist Nick Ghanbarian, and new 
drummer Chris Guglielmo, it became a 
case in point for Bayside’s ability to create 
a straightforward rock album that exhibits 
impressive musicianship and compelling, 
propulsive anthems.
Numerous Web sites and magazines 
have touted Bayside as the “next big 
thing,” and the band’s blend of emotional 
lyrics, hard-hitting guitars, and sing-along 
punk choruses definitely backs up the talk. 





Sherwood is that band that you listen to 
when you’re driving to the beach with your 
windows down, singing at the top of your 
lungs. Sherwood is that band that puts you 
in a good mood even after you just failed 
your human bio midterm. Sherwood is that 
band that manages to combine sunny 
lyrics, power-pop hooks, and unabashed 
melodies without being cheesy. Sherwood 
is that band from California that succesful-
Clockwise from top left: Amy Winehouse, Sherwood, Bayside, Smoke or Fire, and Minus the Bear fight off the radio waves to 
bring you great music without those annoying DJs.
ly captures West Coast weather in pop­
song form and makes me wonder why I 
decided to go to school in Rhode Island. 
Sherwood is that band that lifted its name 
from a little animated classic called Robin 
Hood. I am sold.
Sounds Like: The Beach Boys (with synth) 
Download: “Song in My Head”
Amy Winehouse
Back to Black
Had Great Britain import Amy 
Winehouse been bom a couple decades ear­
lier, she could have fronted some of the 
most famous girl groups in Motown and 
doo-wop history.
Lucky for our generation, she has con­
tributed her rich, soulful voice to tracks of 
hip-hop beats, jazzy musical stylings, and 
yes, even Phil Specter-brand “teenage sym­
phonies” to create a fusion of Motown and 
gospel melodies with modem music.
Winehouse takes a page out of emo with 
her from-joumal-to-lyric style of writing 
with a sense of humor and brashness that 
asserts her as a powerful force, not only 
vocally but as a woman.
Her neo-Motown style is refreshing yet 
familiar, retrospective yet modem, and ulti­
mately, really kick butt.
Sounds Like: The Shangri-Las and Aretha 





“Accessible, aggressive, melodic hard­
core type punk.” If I had any capacity for 
brevity, that is how I would describe 
Smoke or Fire’s second full-length for 
punk staple Fat Wreck Chords.
An album that builds upon the band’s 
penchant for ragged vocals, anthemic cho­
ruses, and a unified yet dynamic overall 
punk sound, This Sinking Ship is a marked 
movement toward cleaner production and 
organized musical vigor.
Smoke or Fire is a band that recognizes 
screaming is definitely for babies and 
shouting, swearing, and gang-vocals are 
for punk bands.
If you are a punk fan, you’ll love this 
album for its politically-tinged lyrics and 
catchy choruses that were made to be 
shouted at a live show.
Sounds Like: The Lawrence Arms, Hot 





With its trademark use of finger-tapping 
guitar effects, unconventional time signa­
tures, and enough technical talent to be 
labeled as “math-rock,” Minus the Bear def­
initely didn’t need to send its 2005 album 
Menos El Oso to other artists to be remixed. 
However, be glad they did. Members of 
bands Pretty Girls Make Graves and the 
Blood Brothers as well as rapper/DJ P.O.S. 
take their toolboxes to the songs in a way 
that takes the best parts of each on a unique 
and specific musical journey. Deconstruct­
ing everything from basslines to the angular 
guitar that is trademark Minus the Bear, the 
reworked songs are everything from orches­
tral to synth-driven, upbeat to moody, quan­
tified yet holistic.
Sounds Like: Minus the Bear, remixed 
(obviously)
Download: “Drilling”
The radio (and MTV) is not the end all, 
be all. Ignore the radio and pay attention to 
alternative music magazines, the Internet, 
and that one friend that everyone knows is 
a music snob—I mean purist. Good music 
is out there; sometimes you just have to lis­
ten for it.
In Case You 
Missed It...
PC NEWS
On Monday, March 26, the Office of Student Activities, Involvement, and Leadership/(S.A.I.L.) informed Providence 
College students via e-mail that it will expand the availability of off-campus event information provided by its office. 
Students may be familiar with the weekly S.A.I.L. Digest, which lists upcoming events on campus. However, after review­
ing feedback from both the S.A.I.L. survey and the ANGEL forum regarding alcohol abuse, the office will now provide 
information on local event listings, theaters, shopping areas, restaurants, coffeehouses, and activities under $10. The e- 
maif also said that there will be a new S.A.I.L. group on ANGEL, which all students are encouraged to join. Congrats to 
the S.A.I.L. office for taking the advice of students and expanding its horizons into the city of Providence!
—Katie Levine '07
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Sandler reigns
Adam Sandler’s bravura performance carries the heavy drama
by Deanna Cioppa ’07
A&E Staff
I could watch Don Cheadle in just about 
anything. His affable, “aw,shucks” 
approach to film has earned him a special 
place in my cold, shriveled heart, and that 
takes some doing. Even 
MOVIE in the midst of civil war 
REVIEW slaughter, he remains a 
dewy-eyed Boy Scout 
without being sticky sweet.
Adam Sandler, on the other hand, 
starred in Spanglish. So it was with some 
trepidation that I approached Reign Over 
Me. Would Cheadle pull through once 
more and make me forget I was watching 
another desperate attempt by Sandler to do 
a “serious” part and leave out public urina­
tion? I was shocked by what I saw on the 
screen before me. Adam Sandler, ladies 
and gents, has grown up—and not because 
he plays a parent in this film (once again, 
think Spanglish ... if you dare); rather, he 
has, for lack of a better phrase, found his 
way. He outshines every other cast mem­
ber and makes up for some of their uncer­
tain performances with a commitment I’ve 
never seen before in him. In short, I forgot 
that I was watching Adam Sandler.
Reign Over Me tells the story of two 
men who could not be more different—an 
Odd Couple for the 21st century. Alan 
Johnson (Cheadle) is a successfill dentist 
inches away from suffocating in his own 
life. Overrun by family and colleagues 
alike, emotionally cut off and bland, 
Johnson has the prototypical good life 
until he runs into his old college roommate 
Charlie Fineman (Sandler).
Charlie’s story is the ultimate tragedy— 
a wife and three children lost in the car­
nage of 9/11. Charlie, mentally ravaged by 
post-traumatic stress disorder, has broken 
with reality since then, all but eliminating 
thoughts of his family and instead spend­
ing his days remodeling his kitchen over 
and over, playing video games and collect-
COLUMBIA 
. It’s the coolest”: Adam Sandler proves he has forgotten his juvenile days, holding 
about two men who cannot find a way to deal with the suffering in their lives until they meet each other.
Remember, “Of course I peed my pants.. 
together a drama
ing records. His past life has vanished; he 
does not even remember Johnson when 
they bump into each other on the street. 
Charlie, desperate for a friend but scornful 
and terrified of most people, cuts a hole 
through Johnson’s stuffy little bubble and 
lets a little life in.
Flying through life by the seat of his 
pants (or rather by scooter), Charlie the 
man-child mystifies his new old friend. 
Johnson, unwilling at first, soon gets 
sucked into “Charlie world.” It is there 
that he first gets a hint of the deep well of 
grief that lies below the flighty exterior. 
Time after time he tries to help Charlie by 
forcing him to tell his story. Each time 
Charlie violently evades. But neither can 
tear himself away from the other. As they 
play their cat and mouse game of well- 
meaning manipulation, Charlie finds a way 
back into life, and Johnson a way out of it. 
But can either fully let go of their demons? 
Do we want them to?
As Charlie, Adam Sandler has found his 
dream role. I said above that Sandler has 
grown up. Granted, Sandler paints the 
lighter moments with a familiar brush; he 
has not totally separated himself from 
Waterboy. Of course, Charlie is not a 
grown-up, at least not anymore. His life is 
constantly a matter of the present; past and 
future have no business clawing at his ten­
uous hold on himself. But there is a grief 
in Charlie that only an adult, specifically a 
husband and father, can know, and it is in 
the scenes of his greatest anguish that you 
forget you are watching the former Billy 
Madison, and you get lost in one man’s 
unimaginable despair.
In these scenes, Sandler has found his 
inner grown-up. One can see his emotion­
al safety net dragged, kicking and scream­
ing across his face as his past comes back 
to haunt him. Next to him, Cheadle’s char­
acter loses some of its luster. Cheadle 
seems too earnest about playing the straight 
man. His performance seems more like an 
assignment he is determined to ace. There 
are a number of moments in which Cheadle 
the actor pops through the character.
The same can be said of Saffron 
Burrows’ role as a mentally unstable 
patient of Johnson’s, who is obsessed with 
him and his hidden sadness. Burrows is 
gorgeous, and seems to be trying much too 
hard to play an awkward person. It is all 
too obvious that she knows exactly how 
un-awkward she is. Ultimately it is 
Sandler’s performance the audience takes 




Losers in a half-shell





Voices of: Patrick 




Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 
Seriously, people, let us step back from the 
glorious memories of a childhood heroes, 
take a deep breath, and contemplate this for 
a second. Teenage . . . 
MOVIE Mutant . . . Ninja. . . 
REVIEW Turtles.
Perhaps it is due to 
the state of our young minds when we first 
encountered these crime fighters, or sim­
ply the light-hearted goofiness of the old 
cartoon and live-action movies, but as a 
child I was able to overlook this interesting 
mix of words and simply enjoy the show. 
But now, a decade and a half later, watch­
ing a movie that tries to make something 
serious out of a ridiculous situation, I am 
struck by the absolute absurdity of a direc­
tor trying to make a masterpiece out of 
four pubescent, shelled animals who have 
been transformed by the urge to fight 
crime in the streets of New York.
At the start of the film, the brothers are 
barely even friends. Leonardo is protect­
ing villagers in Central Mexico, 
Michelangelo is floundering as an enter­
tainer for birthday parties, Donatello is a 
tech support guy, and Raphael is sleeping 
all day and fighting criminals at night. 
Perhaps this makes some logical sense, but 
quite frankly, they tried to reinvent charac­
ters that needed no new images. This is 
particularly true of Mikey, whose lines 
seem forced and are so overwhelmingly 
annoying that the director (Kevin Munroe) 
was able to strip the franchise of its comic 
background.
April O’Neil is no longer a reporter but 
a sort of antiques dealer/archeologist. This 
makes a bit of sense if you recall that she 
lived over an antiques shop in the first 
film, but it stills falls short of the woman 
we remember in the earlier cartoons. Oh, 
and she can fight now.
She lives with her boyfriend, Casey 
Jones, the tamed version of our athletic 
tough guy, who could have saved this 
movie, but failed to do so out of his own 
uncharacteristic dandyness. Too much 
cricket in the off season, I suppose.
The CGI animation is top notch, but it 
moves so quickly that you have to close 
your eyes to keep from throwing up on the 
little kids in the row in front of you. 
Maybe I would have loved it 
as a child, but aside from the 
amazing fight scene at the 
end, the movie exchanged 
a few stunning visuals for 
a well-crafted battle.
The story is, shall I say, 
odd. April is helping a 
crazed industrialist (voiced
by Patrick Stewart, who did 
what he could to save the God­
awful dialogue), who is col­
lecting ancient stone war­
riors in an attempt to bring 
them to life and unleash 
them on the city. In the
meantime, however, he has 
employed the Foot Clan, who are strug­
gling after the loss of their beloved 
Shredder.
Even the character of Splinter has been 
toyed with; he no longer has a soft, wise 
voice but that of a grumpy old rat. He even 
fails to crack the proper number of cheesy 
jokes that made him almost lovable in the 
old films.
The best reason to see this movie is the 
sheer nostalgia. If you were a fan of the 
Turtles as a kid, then the film has some­
thing, though not much, to offer. Rather 
than having light-hearted jokes and cool 
hand-to-hand combat, the movie has taken 
on a darker edge, but not in the proper way. 
It tries to be serious while attempting to 
pander to a generation of kids with which 
the producers and writers seem to have no
connection. I would imagine they are 
going to make more money off merchan­
dising than box office sales.
So if you are in your early 20s and have 
a few children around the age of six (which 
I would imagine is the bulk of my reader­
ship), then why not waste a few bucks on a 
Sunday matinee. Otherwise, wait until it 
comes out on DVD, download it (legally, 
of course), or dust off your old VHS and 
relive the splendor of your past.
GRADE: C-
Reign Over Me
Directed by: Mike Binder
Starring: Adam Sandler, 
Don Cheadle, Liv Tyler, 







By John Mango 10 
A&E Staff
Almost Famous
Directed by Cameron Crowe
Movie
Almost Famous follows the trials and 
tribulations of William Miller, a 15- 
year-old kid determined to be a 
music critic during the early 70s. 
William ends up spending his senior 
year of high school on tour with the 
up and coming band Stillwater to 
write an article for Rolling Stone. If 
you weren't able to spend your sen­
ior year living your dream, here's a 
good place to do it (well, vicariously 
of course, but it's better than noth­
ing). Almost Famous is as funny as it 
is sincere with a classic rock sound­
track that is just as good.
Weezer (The Blue Album)
Weezer
Watching bowling on a Sunday after­
noon is probably more enjoyable 
than listening to all the Fall Out Boys 
that claim to be rock and roll. If you 
agree with me because you dislike 
this new breed of emo rock, or just 
because you're a bowling enthusiast 
(which I hope isn't the case), check 
out Weezer's debut album. There is 
not a single bad track on this power 
pop tour de force. Full of both catchy 
hooks and honest lyrics, let this 
album remind you of a time when 




Walker Percy's novel tells the story 
of Binx Bolling, a relatively boring 
guy with a boring job and an unfulfill­
ing life. Binx supplements his hollow 
existence with movies, so much so 
that he relates everything he experi­
ences to them. The novel follows 
Binx in his search to find something 
meaningful in life. Check out this sur­
prisingly exciting and interesting take 





Prodigy rediscovers his lyrical genius in Return of the Mac
by Ryan Burns ’08
A&E Staff
Last May, Mobb Deep released its sev­
enth solo album, entitled Blood Money. 
When listening to the album, I pondered 
why the group changed so much. Was it 
the newfound “friend- 
ALBUM ship” with 50 Cent, or did 
REVIEW Mobb Deep just simply 
have nothing else to say? 
Furthermore, I wondered why one of my 
favorite emcees, Prodigy, sounded like he 
had a second grader’s vocabulary for the 
majority of the album. Prodigy apparently 
felt the same way and went to independent 
record label Koch to release a solo album 
of new material. Luckily, Prodigy went 
back to his New York roots with his new 
mixtape/album Return of the Mac.
Exclusively produced by The 
Alchemist, Prodigy exhibits a resurgence 
of the grimy lyrics that made him one of 
the best in the mid ’90s. With no guest 
appearances, many fans wondered if one 
producer and one emcee could hold down 
an entire album. Surprisingly, this mixtape 
shattered my expectations of what would 
happen if Prodigy got a chance to redeem 
himself. Gone are the lyrics glorifying par­
tying, women, and other 50 Cent-inspired 
themes: Instead, we are treated to the gun 
talk that made Prodigy a force to be reck­
oned with in his pre-G-Unit days.
The album starts off with probably the 
coolest intro I’ve heard in a long time, fea­
turing Prodigy explaining how important 
this album is, over a smoothed out 
Alchemist beat. Scratching classic Prodigy 
lyrics really took me back to 1996, an 
effective stroll down memory lane. The 
title track shows Prodigy at his lyrical best, 
even sampling his rival, 2pac, for the cho­
rus. We see Prodigy representing New 
York to the fullest, rhyming over a beat 
that sounds like a theme song for a ’70s 
crime drama T.V. series. This will become 
a running theme for this album.
The first single from the album, 
(although without 50 Cent, you will not 
hear it on the radio) is “Mac 10 Handle,” a 
rather depressing track that features more 
of the same subject matter, plotting on his 
foes with his hand on the Mac 10. Great 
stuff. While listening to this track, I could­
n’t help but think that Prodigy is truly dis­
appointed with the direction his career has 
been headed. Although he is making more 
money than ever, he did lose a great deal of 
respect due to the declining quality of his 
lyrics. Its unlikely that you will ever hear 
an uplifting Prodigy verse (remember 
“Drink Away the Pain?) At the same time, 
however, it is reassuring to hear him back 
to his old ways.
My favorite song on the album is with-
So you think you know arts and entertainment?
Take the A&E quiz:
Johnny Depp based his character Captain Jack Sparrow upon 
the founding member of what British rock band?
If you know the answer to this question, 
come apply to the A&E staff in Slavin G05.
Mac is back: After releasing the 
disappointing Blood Money with 
Mobb Deep last May, Prodigy 
returned to his New York roots 
to release a solo album that lives 
up to the lyrical genius fans have 
come to expect from the emcee.
out a doubt “The Rotten Apple.” Over a 
smooth guitar sample, Prodigy muses 
about the harsh realities of his hometown. 
Lines like, “New York made me this way, 
I’m all about a buck/My best friend was 
murdered, I bulletproofed my truck,” let 
the listener into his world. When he wants 
to, Prodigy is able to tell stories like no 
other. Alchemist provides the perfect back- 
drop for this track, making it possible for 
Prodigy to pour his heart out for his fans.
The album is far from perfect, however, 
as the subject matter gets a bit tiring at 
times. But what can you expect from an 
album titled Return of the Mac! As the 
album progresses, the beats get a little 
weak. Check out “Take It To The Top” and 
“7th Heaven” if you want to know what 
I’m talking about. I think that both Prodigy 
and Alchemist could have done a much 
better job on these two tracks. Also, out of 
the 14 tracks on the album, there are two 
pretty pointless skits, one talking about 
Prodigy’s chain and the other from a per­
son named Madge, CEO of Grand Imperial 
Entertainment. Don’t worry, I don’t know 
who he is either. Luckily for the listener, 
the last four tracks on the album flow per­
fectly together, culminating in the final 
song, “Stop Fronting.” Over a jazzy horn
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sample, Prodigy tells us what he thinks of 
fake people acting tough and whatnot. 
These bragging rhymes are pretty funny to 
listen to, but there are hints of seriousness 
throughout the track. Prodigy even says, 
“This is just the mixtape, imagine how the 
album sounds,” referring to his upcoming 
HNIC 2 album.
I think this album is an important one 
for many reasons. Most importantly, it 
reintroduces Prodigy as a lyrical force, 
unafraid to try something new, like pro­
ducing an entire album with one producer 
and no other guest MCs. This is another 
revolution in the hip-hop game, something 
that you hardly ever see anymore. He also 
did a great job bringing the grimy New 
York sound back.
Listening to this album start to finish, 
you get a feel for where his head was, as 
the aforementioned crime drama feel adds 
so much to the album. If you can get past 
the subject matter, you will truly be able to 
appreciate this album for what it is, and 
what it will be: One of 2007’s best albums.
GRADE: B+
Download: “The Rotten Apple,” “Bang 
On ’Em,” “Legends”
Music
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Taste of the Town






Wickenden Street is well known for 
being a chic hotspot for students and 
young professionals alike, complete with 
galleries, antique shops, and, of course, a 
modem Bohemian staple, the cafe. This 
street is host to quite a few as a matter of 
fact, the most popular are joints such as 
Cafe Zog and the Coffee Exchange. 
However, there is a little spot holding it 
down all the way at the comer of 
Wickenden Street and Governor Street. 
Reflections Cafe may not be as popular as 
some other establishments in the area, but 
it does boast some interesting qualities.
My dining partner and I arrived midday 
on a weekend, and it was not crowded at 
all. The seating is comfortably spread out, 
and there are couches with throw pillows, 
easy chairs, and tables outside as well. I do 
not think even if you went at its busiest 
time you would feel cramped or find it dif­
ficult to get quick service. This is a wel­
come relief from the Starbucks on Thayer 
Street, which is always packed. The light­
ing is calm but not too dark to read or write 
a paper, and there is some interesting 
Greek art on the walls. The cafe also has 
wireless Internet available, so it is not 
uncommon to see students and others just
CHRIS TOMPKINS ’09/The Cowl
hanging out with a cup o’joe getting some 
work done.
I did receive word before venturing out 
to Wickenden that Reflections is a gay-ori­
ented cafe. I actually did not tell my dining 
partner this until we were well on our way 
there, and needless to say he was a little 
confused and apprehensive. However, if 
no one had told me this fact before enter­
ing I would have had no idea. There was a 
well-balanced mix of patrons as far as 1 
could tell, including the elderly, kids, and a 
few flamboyant types that you would 
expect at any similar establishment.
The food is Greek- and Zodiac-themed. 
I had the Cancer, which was a crab wrap 
(surprise, surprise) with the standard let­
tuce and tomato. One thing you have to 
keep in mind, though, is that the food is 
supplementary to the drink. It is primarily 
a coffee shop. With that said the food was 
not that good. The wrap that I had was 
reminiscent of a Ray Cafe wrap. I did not 
get a chance to sample the breakfast foods 
because we went too late in the day.
My dining partner also had a wrap that 
was similarly mediocre. Both came with a 
bag of chips that was about a quarter full. 
On the other hand, the coffee and tea selec­
tion was astounding rivaling any local 
establishments. Reflections is actually the 
first place I can remember ever going to in 
the United States that has Yerba Mate, and 
it was really good, though a little sweet. 
They also have some off beat drinks, like 
the Snickers and peanut butter lattes, as 
well as the standard selection of gourmet 
coffees and herbal teas.
The experience was much more pleasant 
than any I have ever had at a Starbucks or 
Tealuxe. Usually at places like those I feel 
like I’m going to have an anxiety attack, 
but at Reflections the atmosphere is a little 
more private and a lot more comfortable.
The prices were reasonable. I spent $17 
on two wraps, two bags of chips, a large 
cup of tea, and a small Yerba Mate. I don’t 
think anyone should be afraid of the repu­
tation of Reflections. It is not uncomfort­
able at all, unless you eat one of the wraps.
GRADE: B
PC’s DJ Picks
The world of music offers many choices—so many, in fact, that it’s often difficult to choose 
which artists to listen to. Van Morrison or Don McLean? Sufjan Stevens or Jens Lekman? 
Are those real names anyway? Discerning listeners, let your worries abate. A few of PC’s very 
own WDOM hosts have compiled their personal playlists to highlight the worthy tunes.
by Claire Pevoto ’09
A&E Staff
Sarah Bidinger ’09 and Shannon 
Johnson ’09
(Fridays 9:30-11:30 p.m.)
1. “Like You,” Marisa Massery
It’s a great song written and recorded by 
our most amazing friend Marisa. You 
can even buy her CD on iTunes!
2. “Into the Mystic,” Van Morrison 
This song is one of Van Morisson’s 
finest. Let it rock your gypsy soul.
3. “First Day of my Life,” Bright Eyes 
Though it’s not politically pungent like 
most of Conor Oberst’s tracks, you can’t 
help but feel the emotion flowing out of 
your speakers.
4. “Mario Takes a Walk,” Jesse Cook 
Cook takes you right out of dreary 
Rhode Island into a red, steamy night 
somewhere in Spain.
5. “Where I Die,” The Waifs
This twangy Australian trio’s ballad 
evokes sounds of home and summer 
nights and will have you tapping your 
toes.
6. “Rodeo Clowns,” Jack Johnson 
This charged social critique will get you 
thinking (and dancing).
7. “Cold Swedish Winter,” Jens 
Lekman
Known for his rousing choruses, fre­
quent use of xylophones, and impromp­
tu whistling, Lekman calms things down 
with this tale of love as expired as spring 
blossoms during the dead of winter.
8. “Not Your Year,” The Weepies
The Weepies beautifully express the inse­
curities and discontent common to the 
human condition while warning against 
the dangers of comparing our lives to those 
of others.
9. “Please Forgive Me,” David Gray
This is an intimate, yet stumbling confes­
sional of a man in love. Men, take note 
when you hear this song because every 
woman deserves to hear these words.
10. “Taper Jean Girl,” Kings of Leon
The Kings create a heavenly sound of fran­
tic country rock topped with heavy hitting 
bass for a foot-stomping good time.
Will Hutnick ’07 and Kim Caron ’07 
(Mondays 9:30-11:30 p.m.)
1. “Know Your Onion,” The Shins
We ALWAYS know our onion, and you 
should, too.
2. “Come Downstairs and Say Hello,” 
Guster
Guster is one of the greatest bands ever 
and this is one of its most touching and 
heartfelt songs.
3. “Samson,” Regina Spektor
Regina speaks to our souls.
4. “O Valencia,"’’The Decemberists
This is an energetic song from a unique 
band.
5. “Truth is a Killer,” Pointe Blank
This is a song from a local indie band that 
was voted one of the Top 12 indie bands of 
2006 by www.ftumusic.com, and the front­
man is from PC!
6. “Start Swimming,” Summer Hymns 
This is from an unknown band with a song 
relaxing and mellow enough for just about 
anyone.
7. “Embers and Envelopes,” Mae 
Embers and envelopes actually are a few 
of our favorite things.
8. “Chicago,” Sufjan Stevens
The song is a remarkable accomplishment 
in itself, and it is from one of the greatest 
and most addictive albums in a long time.
9. “The Sound of Settling,” Death Cab 
for Cutie
Talk about catchy! Not to mention, if you 
listen real closely, you can almost hear him 
say, “This is the Sound of Cinnamon.”
10. Cheers Theme Song
That is how we end all of our shows: 
“Where Everybody Knows Your Name...”
Sarah Dion ’10
(Fridays 11:30 PM-l:30 a.m.)
1. “Defying Gravity,” the musical 
Wicked
An “I have the power to do anything” type 
of song, I play it whenever I’m stressed.
2. “Drive,” Incubus
The ultimate “life's OK, I can face it” song. 
You never know what the future will be 
like, but you have to believe that you’ll 
get through it.
3. “Total Eclipse of the Heart,” Bonnie 
Tyler
You can hear the pain in Tyler’s voice as 
she sings.
4. “Tourniquet,” Evanescence
Sure, it’s about suicide, but it’s impor­
tant to have music that expresses the low 
points in people’s lives.
5. “Can't Hold Us Down,” Christina 
Aguilera feat. Lil’ Kim
This song asks some serious questions 
about why men get away with express­
ing their sexuality more than women do.
6. “Canned Heat,” Jamiroquai
Featured in Napoleon Dynamite, this is a 
fun song to throw in the mix.
7. “Seasons of Love,” the musical Rent 
This is a great expression of deep friend­
ship.
8. “American Pie,” Don McLean
Although it’s bizarre, it has some amaz­
ing lyrics.
9. “Come What May,” Moulin Rouge 
soundtrack
Poetic and well-written, this is the single 
best love song I’ve ever heard.
10. “You Oughta Know,” Alanis 
Morissette
I couldn’t make a playlist without an 
angry, jilted woman song, and I think 
this is the supreme example of those. 
It’s awesomely angry.
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The sunset and the flames
by Megan Bishop ’07 
Portfolio Editor
The first time the Williams’ house 
caught fire, the residents of Maple Drive 
came out of their homes in the middle of 
the night. They stood outside wearing 
bathrobes and flannel pants, 
their hair disheveled from the 
rush to get outdoors. Wide- 
eyed, they watched the flames 
curl and coil against the darkness of the 
night sky, mesmerized like a troop of Boy 
Scouts at its first campfire.
At first the children who were allowed 
to come outside stayed close to their par­
ents’ sides, holding onto nightshirts or 
wrapping their tiny fingers into big com­
forting hands. But as the fire began to 
grow, their curiosity could not be con­
tained. They took small steps across the 
street, each time nearing, just a little more, 
to the heat. Every so often a parent would 
realize his or her child’s proximity to the 
danger and instinctively yell the child’s 
name over the murmurs and whispers. And 
though the sound of burning cedar and 
memories cracked loudly against the 
silence of the nighttime, it could not drown 
out the speculations of their neighborhood.
“Perhaps it was electrical?”
“I do hope she is OK . . .”
“Maybe she was just sick of that old 
house.”
The neighbors ignored the last com­
ment, since it should not have been said— 
though it was on each of their minds. They 
all knew the length of time Tessa Williams 
had spent in that house and the comments 
she had made about never being able to 
leave, but each neighbor thought she 
shared this privately information with only 
them. And because of this, they shook off 
the last comment, forgetting who had the 
nerve to announce it right there, in the 
middle of that night, when everything was 
being destroyed and it shouldn’t have mat­
tered why it began at all.
The neighbors stayed outside until Tessa 
was safely strapped into an ambulance, an 
oxygen mask tied tightly over her mouth.
Things
by Jennifer McCafferty ’07 
Portfolio Staff
“What time is it now?” Colleen asked, 
looking up from her book.
Kathleen glanced over at the clock 
radio. “Almost 6:00 p.m.,” she said.
I gave a sigh and thrust my 
head out the window for what 
seemed like the millionth time. 
I strained to see over or around
the cars in front of us but quickly resumed 
my former position in the passenger seat.
“I still don’t see anything. I wonder 
what happened,” I said. I reclined the seat 
a bit and propped my feet up on the dash­
board, tapping my toes against the wind­
shield in time with the song on the radio.
Early this morning, six of us had divid­
ed into two cars and hit the road, looking 
forward to a week of relaxation at 
Kathleen’s parents’ cabin in Michigan. 
Sometime around 3:00 p.m., though, we 
noticed the cars in front of us slowing 
down and condensing, and before we 
could think of an alternative route, we 
were stuck in bumper-to-bumper traffic.
Fortunately, since we did not have to be 
at the cabin at a particular time, we tried to 
make light of the traffic jam. We took the 
opportunity to switch CDs, then to sing 
loudly and perform awkward in-chair 
dances that made the people in the cars 
around us stare. We raided the snack bag 
wedged between the driver’s and passen­
ger’s seats and threw raisins at our friends’
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Some people even lingered to watch as the 
high-pressured water consumed the 
flames, leaving scars of grey smoke over 
the once perfect darkness. But soon every­
one was back in their houses—homes that 
still held firmly into the ground and had 
electricity and heat. Many tossed and 
turned before slipping back into sleep, but 
all slept soundly until morning.
For as long as the neighbors could 
remember, Tessa was the eldest person in 
the neighborhood, but she never let that 
stop her from being a part of, or rather 
meddling in, everyone’s lives. Perhaps she 
felt it her right to maintain a sense of com­
munity within the place she lived, as that 
was how it had always been since she was 
a child. When she was young and living in 
that same house with her family, there was 
always someone from the neighborhood in 
their home: Either another mother was 
talking over tea in the kitchen, a friend was 
playing with her and her siblings in the 
backyard, or a newly married husband was 
to do in a traffic jam
car in front of us, waving innocently to its 
passengers when they turned around to see 
what had hit them. And at one point, in the 
attempt to slake our curiosity as to what 
had caused the backup, Colleen had pulled 
herself out of the backseat window and 
onto the top of the car. Shielding her eyes 
to the sun and being careful not to bum 
herself on the hot roof, she had surveyed 
the metal landscape before us but was only 
able to see as far as the curve in the high­
way.
After a couple hours of this, though, we 
were running out of ways to amuse our­
selves. Kathleen was now experimenting 
with the driver’s seat adjustment buttons, 
gliding slowly back and forth. Colleen 
was sprawled across the backseat, reading 
a romance novel she had bought at a gas 
station that morning on a dare. I remained 
reclined in the passenger’s seat, humming 
softly to the music and watched the surly- 
looking driver in the car next to ours talk 
animatedly with one hand and holding a 
cell phone to his ear with the other. I 
hoped that he didn’t have to be anywhere 
anytime soon.
We were all startled by the sound of 
knocking. Sarah, our friend who had been 
driving the other car, was standing outside 
with three bottles of water. Kathleen rolled 
down the window.
“Hey,” Sarah said with a smile as she 
began handing the bottles to Kathleen. 
“The lady in that blue truck gave us all 
some water, so I’ve come to share the 
asking her father just how to fix a leaky 
faucet. The Williams effortlessly main­
tained the kind of home where everyone 
was welcome. And thus they too felt wel­
come in everyone else’s lives.
When Tessa’s parents died, and her 
brothers and sisters married, she remained 
behind. There was never a question of 
what to do with the home; it just fell into 
her hands as if it was supposed to. No one 
suggested she marry, or even adopt chil­
dren. And soon, her life melded into the 
identity of the home. Tessa did not com­
plain, and she kept the doors of 125 Maple 
Dr. always open. Through the years the 
house served the family for holidays and 
parties, Tessa housed her siblings when 
they went through a large divorce or a 
minuscule fight with their spouse. She 
became babysitter and dog walker, a shoul­
der to cry on, and a couch to sit upon. But 
no matter, she would be there, smiling and 
ready to help.
Getting out of the fire wasn’t difficult 
wealth. Oh, and by the way, thanks for the 
raisins.”
“No problem,” Kathleen responded 
cheerfully.
“What’s going on in your car?” I asked 
Sarah.
She rolled her eyes. “Christina’s asleep, 
and Catherine is filling out some applica­
tion, even though this is supposed to be a 
vacation. It’s pretty exciting,” she said sar­
castically.
She peered into the back seat, where 
Colleen appeared to be lost in her book. 
“You’re actually reading that?” Sarah 
exclaimed. Colleen dog-eared her page 
and sat up. “Scarlet just found out about 
Renaldo and the Duchess,” she explained 
matter-of-factly. “How much longer do 
you think we’re going to be stuck in this?”
“I don’t know,” Sarah replied, glancing 
over her shoulder at the sea of cars. The 
sun had begun to set, and some of the other 
travelers had emerged from their cars as 
the road began to cool. Some talked to the 
people in the cars next to them. One fam­
ily was having a picnic on the side of the 
road. A man with a guitar sat on top of his 
car and played the requests of the people 
around him.
I began to hum along with the man’s 
attempt at a rendition of “Free Bird” and 
mused that these people, perhaps exclud­
ing the angry man on the phone next door, 
all seemed remarkably at ease, given that 
they had all been stuck in traffic for hours 
and all had other places to be. Perhaps it 
for Tessa. In fact, she felt as if it was a jus­
tified event, something she had been plan­
ning for her whole life. She often stayed up 
late at night, thinking about all the things 
that could go wrong and how she would be 
able to survive them. It kept her occupied 
during the occasional bout with insomnia, 
but now judging from recent events, it had 
prepared her well for this occasion. 
“Really, Ms. Williams, you can leave,” the 
doctors at the hospital told her the next 
morning. “We can keep you for observa­
tion, but really, I’m sure you’d be more 
comfortable with your sister.”
Tessa’s sister, Minnie Higgins, agreed, 
Minnie sat next to her older sister’s bed­
side, nodding her head quickly up and 
down—a sure sign she was perfectly capa­
ble of caring for her. Maybe Minnie felt it 
her duty to cook Tessa her meals and wait 
on her for a few days, as Tessa had lost her 
house. But maybe her head nodding was a 
bit too quick and eager, a symptom of 
those who wish they were telling truths.
In the end, Tessa had to leave the hospi­
tal. She sat stiffly in Minnie’s car, moving 
only to adjust the seat belt. When the car 
turned onto the southbound ramp instead 
of the north, she sighed and folded her 
hands in her lap, watching the sun set. She 
smiled toward her sister but then quickly 
looked at the road ahead of them.
Sunsets reminded Tessa of Minnie. They 
reminded her of the way their bedroom 
looked when they were children, and of the 
fits Minnie used to throw. During those 
sunsets, slanted shadows covered their 
room, highlighted by a soft orange glow. It 
had been Tessa’s favorite time of day, and 
she would sit on her bed to watch the light 
change from yellow to orange to a soft red 
and then finally to black. Minnie could 
never understand what her older sister was 
doing, cooped up in that room when there 
were much better things to do. And she 
told Tessa this each time she found her in 
the red, glowing semi-darkness.
“Seriously, Tessa, what are you doing?” 




was because they didn’t really have a 
choice.
“Wow, look at the sunset,” Kathleen 
said. The sun had begun to crest the hill at 
the curve of the highway, dyeing the sky 
orange and giving the cars a phosphores­
cent hue. We watched silently as it sank 
lower and lower behind the hill. The peo­
ple around us had all fallen quiet, too— 
even the man on the phone. For a moment, 
everyone on the highway just watched.
Suddenly, there was a shout from some­
where far ahead: “We’re moving!”
Immediately, everyone scattered. The 
air was a cacophony of slamming doors, 
engines revving, horns beeping. Sarah 
returned to her car, Kathleen re-adjusted 
her seat a final time, and Colleen resumed 
her reading.
We began to crawl forward, but my 
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Lucky
by Audrey LeBrun ’08
Contributing Writer
in Ireland indeed
I guess that when it rains, it pours. 
Personally, the past few weeks of my study 
abroad adventure have not exactly gone 
smoothly. Between having a wallet, pass­
port, iPod, and digital camera
STUDY stolen on a weekend trip to 
ABROAD London, the failure of 
MasterCard to replace my 
only credit card in a reasonable time peri­
od, and now the inability to turn my laptop 
on, I have seen brighter days.
However, while I was at the American 
Embassy in London, waiting for an emer­
gency passport so I could leave the coun­
try, a security guard walked by and gave 
me some advice: “Smile!”
And since then I have.
While I may have lost all significant 
material possessions of any value, I have 
had no shortage of friends to help me out 
and cheer me up. When disaster struck in 
England, a fellow Providence College stu­
dent studying abroad in Oxford for the 
year took me in until the Embassy opened. 
She fed me, let me use her phone, and basi­
cally saved me from a solemn, absolutely 
broke night in Stansted Airport. When I 
finally arrived back in Galway at 2:00 
a.m., two amazing girls were standing at 
the bus stop, homemade cookies in hand, 
ready to embrace my exhausted body. 
Even though I have not had much money 
lately, I have managed to get by thanks to 
the kindness of lending friends and 
strangers. I have certainly been taken care 
of, and I have learned to take care of 
myself.
Last week, seven of my best friends 
travelled from America and France to visit 
Galway for their spring break. At first only 
one friend was coming, but shortly after, 
two decided to join. After Christmas, four 
planned to come. As if that was not 
enough, a lovely Parisian friend decided to 
join in on the fun and surprise everyone the 
second weekend. Amazingly, the final two 
booked their two-day sojourn within a 
week of actually arriving. I found myself 
without money, without a computer, with­
out my camera ... but it did not matter 
anymore.
For 10 days, all of those material pos­
sessions were forgotten as the value of my 
friends took precedent (OK, maybe the 
first few days were rough, but hey, it’s dif­
ficult to travel with people.) I found myself 
much sadder to see such amazing people 
leave than I had been at the loss of my 
iPod—and rightfully so.
People say that studying abroad changes 
you forever, and I could not agree more. 
While I may have changed for the worse in 
some ways, (I am scared to travel between 
countries now for fear of being stranded, 
and I unjustly dislike London) I am proud 
to say that I have changed for the better in 
many others. A computer, a credit card,
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Audrey LeBrun ’08 gets by with a little help from her friends.
and a camera are really all just “things.” I 
lived without them in the past, and I can 
certainly live without them now. What 
matters the most is being lucky enough to 
have friends who are willing to cook you a 
meal, lend you some money, or fly across 
the Atlantic for two days to give you a hug 
and share some pints. I may be unlucky in 
some ways, but I could not be luckier in 
the area of friendship.
Flames: Burning bright in the midnight light
continued from page 16
“I just... like the way this house feels.” 
“Great.” Minnie paused, scanning the 
room, perhaps hoping to feel something 
similar. “Well, you can’t be here forever, 
you know. One day we’ll all be in other 
places, with other houses that feel differ­
ently. So enjoy it while you can at least. 
And when you’re still sitting on that bed, 
I’ll be gone far away.”
At that Minnie walked out of the room 
and slammed the door, just as the darkness 
settled over the bedroom. Tessa took a 
deep breath and did not move. Tessa was 
nearly nine years older than Minnie. This 
age gap had seemed like an eternity to both 
of them when they were younger, resulting 
in bitter fits and tears. But as they reached 
middle-age, the difference seemed less. 
Often they spent hours talking on the 
phone, forgetting whatever childhood 
fights had occurred long ago. They spoke 
about Minnie’s children, problems with the 
P.T.O. or soccer coaches. Then Tessa 
would gossip about the neighborhood, her 
gardens, or the house. They each had their 
separate lives, and the events that filled 
them led to pleasant conversations. These 
conversations were never forced, but nei­
ther sister was ever completely comfort­
able. After getting off the phone with 
Minnie, sometimes Tessa would have to 
stretch her mouth wide and clear her 
throat, as if her voice had somehow 
changed. Despite this tension, Tessa began 
to settle into a routine in Minnie’s home 
quite easily after the fire, and she had con­
tacted Minnie’s grandson, Jake. He was 
starting a construction business and prom­
ised to help her fix up her house so she 
could be back in a months time—for half 
the price.
“A favor,” he said, “to my grandmother 
and to you.” And though she knew little 
about construction, Tessa agreed. It was 
over dinner one week later that she was 
asked about the fire for the first time since 
being questioned at the hospital. Minnie, 
her husband Hugh, and Tessa sat at the 
kitchen table, picking fried chicken off 
pearl white bones with their teeth. The 
conversation had lulled,- and the only 
sounds were the smacking of lips, and the 
rubbing of napkins between greasy fingers. 
Minnie, who always seemed to be uncom­
fortable when no one was talking, cleared 
her throat, wiped her mouth of grease, and 
began speaking:
“So, Tess, Jake said you will be back in 
your house in just two weeks. That’s pret­
ty fantastic. And the damage wasn’t as bad 
as they thought. Isn’t that great, Hugh?” 
Hugh nodded and kept his attention on the 
chicken.
Minnie continued, “It’s just that those 
flames, well some of your neighbors were 
saying how big they were, and I thought, 
well she’s going to be with us for a while. 
I was thinking three, maybe four months. 
And now, look at this, just two weeks and 
you’ll be back there sleeping in Mom and 
Dad’s bedroom like nothing ever hap­
pened. You sure are lucky. Isn’t she 
Hugh?”
Hugh looked up this time, “Did they 
ever figure how that fire started, Tess?” he 
asked, looking Tessa straight in the eye, 
licking his lips.
Tessa swallowed her chicken, but it 
seemed to stay in her throat. “Not since 
I’ve talked to anyone,” she said. “Probably 
electric, but they don’t care as much 
because I’m not claiming a thing. Got 
enough saved so it doesn’t matter; don’t 
want my premium going up.” She stopped, 
taking a sip of water. “Things break all the 
time you know, my things just happened to 
explode into flames.”
That next day the phone calls started 
coming from the neighborhood. The first 
person to telephone was Isadora, the sec­
ond oldest woman on the block. At first 
they talked about normal, everyday things 
like how the neighborhood had changed, 
and when Tessa expected to return. But it 
was only 15 minutes into the conversation 
when Isadora said, “So what’d you think 
started that fire?”
“You know how wires get in old hous­
es,” Tessa said. Her words were quick, and 
were strung together like a single spoken 
syllable, a song sung in her head over and 
over again. Isadora didn’t respond but 
instead tried to agree, then ended the con­
versation soon after. It seemed as if the 
entire neighborhood had to hear the words 
from their own telephones, and each house 
in the neighborhood made its own curious 
call to Minnie’s home seeking answers 
they could not find.
Tessa’s home was fixed two weeks later. 
Jake drove Minnie and Tessa from 
Gainesville all the way to Tessa’s home 40 
minutes away. Jake was proud of his cre­
ation, and boasted that he’d never forget 
his first real construction job. Minnie 
smiled and Tessa nodded appreciatively as 
he gave them a grand tour. The burned por­
tions of the house were restored, and to the 
unknowledgeable eye, it was difficult to 
tell that there had been a fire at all. Tears 
formed in Tessa’s eyes as the walls of the 
home, which, to her, previously appeared 
melted into the floor, stood as they did 
when she was a child. When Tessa and 
Minnie walked back outside, the neighbor­
hood was there, welcoming her home. 
Tessa smiled and nodded, accepting their 
welcome. For weeks to come, families in 
the surrounding area would warn their 
children to not play with fire, grandmoth­
ers would hide books of matches, and hus­
bands would quickly blow out any scented 
candles their wives might light.
“Don’t forget about the Williams’ 
house,” they would all say under their 
breath, “We may not all be so lucky.”
As time passed people began to forget 
about that first fire. Life went back to nor­
mal, and Tessa had her neighbors to her 
house for tea. She and Minnie began to 
talk on the phone again, though without 
Minnie’s children as the main topic of con­
versation, there always seemed to be less 
to discuss.
It was a year later, maybe more, when 
the Williams’ house caught fire for the sec­
ond time. The residents of Maple Drive 
came out of their homes in the middle of 
the night. They stood outside wearing slip­
pers and rubbing their tired eyes, watching 
as the house was consumed by unnatural 
midnight colors, like orange and yellow. It 
reminded them of the first fire, only this 
time it was larger, and they could feel the 
heat on their faces even standing across the 
street. The children hung back, curiosity 
calmed by the sparks that flicked into the 
tree tops.
“How could this happen?”
“You don’t think . . .”
This time the house burnt to the ground 
and Tessa with it. Nothing, not even the 
frame of the house remained—just ashes 
of what nad always been. It had been a 
young neighbor, 8 or 9 years old, staring 
out his window far past his bedtime who 
had been the last to see Tessa. A little past 
midnight, his eyes were drawn across the 
street to the bottom floor of the old 
Williams’ house.
The first flames rose from the living 
room window, stretching to the second 
floor, where the boy saw Tessa standing in 
a small bedroom window, her shadowy 
hands against the panes of glass. She 
seemed to be looking straight ahead into 
the tree tops. The boy had tried to warn 
her, yelling out, “Ms. Williams! Ms. 
Williams,” perhaps thinking she hadn’t felt 
the warmth on the floorboards, perhaps 
hoping she might escape just as she had 
before. Maybe the crackling of the fire was 
too loud, or the distance too long, for she 
didn’t seem to hear the child or waver from 
her position.
The afternoon after the fire, Minnie 
came alone to search the remains. She 
walked through places where walls had 
once stood, and now were nothing but air 
that smelled of smoke. She would pause 
every so often, reaching down at pile of 
ashes she thought were something she 
remembered from her past. But every time, 
the ashes slipped through her fingers and 
were only rough, grainy particles that 
stained her skin.
As the sun began to set, she remained, 
forgetting that dinner had to be made and 
laundry needed to be hung. She watched 
the sun as it set behind the house, casting 
the familiar colors across the blackened 
earth, and she thought about Tessa stand­
ing quietly in the window, flames explod­
ing around her.
Four juniors studying abroad in Europe 
check  in with us periodically throughout 
the semester, narrating life from the 
other side of the Atlantic
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Poetry Corner
In the attic
by Lia Armatas ’08 
Asst. Portfolio Editor
I read poetry aloud
While the blue-eyed scholar of my future listened, 
crisp from sun-dried July
I wooed him with verse
(it was not my own)
warm air passing through ancient windows gave 
life to the lily pond of my mind.
young leaves gossiping on branches
set the tone of an earnest murmur.
And I became whole for you— 
who is not listening. 
And I’d weep, 
not at what I lost. . . 
but what I have not yet gained.
Sympathy Strings
by Alex Donnelly ‘09
Portfolio Staff
I know a secret about the powers that be
I also have a contest for you kids who have gathered around 
The faster that you clap the more and more that will be revealed.
An explosion every 4 x 25 feet
Y’all better get your cranes, your drills, your caterpillars ready
To tunnel to your neighbor’s basement, you might need more than that.
Now I know you can all clap louder for me
And I know you know I know a secret about that cat in the tree
And I can feel the dog that’s in you, I know it wants to run around.
And all the chimneys of the block are pumping out smoke
Actions of dissension cast a cloud on the sewers and streams
And it’s all on purpose, it’s all on purpose now.
You see, it’s all a race to see which side of the street
Can relay the scrolls from the top to the other end
But the cops don’t see ’em, so they can’t stop ’em now.
I know a secret about the powers that be
I also have a contest for all you kids in the street
The faster that you clap, the more candy is thrown in your mouth.
Now the last chapter is as the first chapter does
When the sympathy strings are playing, I’m pacing up this hill
I thought I might as well pay to find out something about myself.
Only now I can see where this train is heading
And I know to keep that extra eye open when I sleep
Because I can really hear the squeak of your brakes at the top of the street.
Tiffany & Earl
Making PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter at a time . . .
Dear Greg,
Romantic rela­
tionships are a spe­
cial bond between 
two people who care 
about one another. 
Relationships are 
different .han mar­
riage in one sense 
because they are 
much easier to
escape from. There is no splitting of 
assets, or custody of children to worry 
about. What I find interesting about most 
people’s relationships is that they look at 
them just as they would look at a mar­
riage—as though they owe the other per­
son something.
It’s nice that you are concerned about 
your ex-girlfriend, but more importantly, 
you must also be concerned about your­
self. Commencement is your final week of 
college. There will be no more. So, if you 
want to spend your last blissful college 
moments with your ex-girlfriend hanging 
on your arm or trying to make you jealous, 
then go ahead. But realize that you don’t 
actually owe her anything and don’t have 
to do this.
I’m not suggesting that you disregard 
her feelings altogether, as I have been an 
ex-girlfriend in the past and know how it 
feels, but you need to worry about you.
To best execute the “date escape,” 
TALK to her and explain how you feel. 
You don’t need to include every little 
detail about why you don’t want to take 
her. But, try to be as honest as you can. 
And by the way, communicating your feel­
ings via Instant Messenger, Facebook 
wall, or text message doesn’t count. While 
you don’t owe her a week of your life, you 
do owe her an explanation—oh and some 
notice so that she can snag herself another 
date. Best of luck.
You're trapped as long as you want to be
Tiffany
Dear Tiffany and Earl,
My girlfriend and I were planning to go to Commencement 
together; however, we just broke up. We still talk occasionally and are 
friends, I guess, but I’m not sure if I still want to go with her to my 
last college event. I feel obligated to go with her, but at the same time 
I would prefer taking someone else and avoiding any potential fights 
that could happen.
—Greg Hartfell
Do you ever question the meaning of life?
Well, that sort of question we can’t answer But, if you happen 
to have a crush on that boy from your Western Civ class, then 
send us an e-mail!
Write to Tiffany and Earl!
AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com
Dear Greg,
Your problem is 
one that many are 
faced with, and I 
blame you. You are a 
fool for painting 
yourself into a cor­
ner with this girl. 
GOOD LORD, who 
makes such defini­
tive plans this far in
advance? You reap what you sow and you 
are going to be living off bitter pieces of 
angry girl asparagus the rest of this semes­
ter. Enjoy the interesting bathroom aroma.
The way I see it, you have two paths 
available to you. Admit that you are 
screwed and take the girl and have a crap­
py time unless she decides to take someone 
else. OR, Fake your death. Option two is a 
little more in-depth. It will require your 
family to stage a false burial for you and 
you will have to skip out on the last two 
months of school. The result: Your ex will 
be so stricken with grief that she will 
refuse to go to Commencement knowing 
that her one true love is unable to attend. 
That will leave you free and clear to enjoy 
the night with another prospective date 
and/or attend stag as a means of meeting 
some other free, “non-dead” spirit there. 
As far as the costs incurred for the fake 
burial and potentially destroying a girl’s 
life, it is a mere pitence of the costs 
incurred by paying for a lifetime of miser­
able memories as well as her attendance at
what could possibly be a splendid week.
For any others who may fall into this 
trap in the future I recommend to first 
avoid all relationships and if that fails, 
never talk ... ever. It is a well-known fact 
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In its last issue, The Cowl asked its
readers what they think next year s 
student leaders can do to improve
PC. Here s the consensus:
□ They need to advocate for more 
non-alcoholic events on campus - 
30%
□ They must find ways of reaching 
out to students who are not 
involved on campus and figure out 
why this is the case -25%
□ They need to start listening more 
to the voices that are sometimes 
left unheard such as those of 
commuters minorities and the 
disabled -20%
□ They should find ways of bridging 
the gap between students and 
administration -18%
■ They should focus on 
strengthening the communication 
among student clubs and 
organizations - 7%
THIS WEEK:
What do you think about the raise in PC’s tuition?
1. ) The College needs to increase the tuition in order to fund student 
resources such as the new athletic facility.
2. ) Raising the tuition seems counterproductive to PC’s goal of increasing 
socio-economic diversity.
3. ) It makes sense that the College would increase its tuition, as this is a 
trend among colleges and universities nationwide.
4. ) The spike in tuition will help generate more money for financial aid.
5. ) The price of college is already too high, especially for students who 
have to pay for college themselves.
Vote on www.thecowl.com and find out the 
results in next week’s issue of The Cowl.
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If you could have a song play every 
time you walked into a room, what 
would it be?
“SexyBack, Justin Timberlake.” 
Amanda Heinsen ’09
“Every Time We Touch, Cascada.”
Dan O’Reilly ’09
“Darth Vader’s theme song.”
Emily Henderson ’ 10
“You Dropped the Bomb On Me, The Gap Band.” 
Devin McBride ’08
“Don’t Stop Believing, Journey.” 
Jess Wenger ’08, Johanna Wenger ’10
“Transatlanticism, Death Cab for Cutie.” 
Dougie Coffed ’08
“Tubthumbing by Chumbawumba because every­
time life gets me down, I get back up again.” 
Dean Guasconi ’08
“Insane in the Membrane, Cypress Hill.” 
Mike Chick ’09, Andrew Liedtka ’09
“The Final Countdown, Europe.” 
Becky Maurano ’07
We really like that song, “Second Time Around,” written by 
Jesse Frederick and Bennett Salvay. It goes something like 
. . . “Step by step, day by day . . .”
—Frank and Carol of “Step by Step”
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Friars Scoreboard








Labadini was a bright spot for the Friars in their 
two losses this past week, registering a goal and 
an assist in games versus Mount St. Mary’s and 
Dartmouth.
Bartholomew, hitting in the cleanup spot, went 
6-13 (.461 average) in the Friars’ four Big East 
games. She leads the team with a .354 batting 





Men’s Lacrosse at Mount St. Mary’s
Women’s Tennis at Pittsburgh










Men’s Lacrosse at Dartmouth 




Softball at Quinnipiac 
Softball at Quinnipiac




Women’s Track at Stanford Invitational TBA
Saturday 3/31
Men’s Lacrosse vs. St. Joseph’s
Women’s Track at Southern Connecticut Inv.
Women’s Soccer at Hartford
Softball at Seton Hall







Women’s Tennis at Manhattan
Softball at St. John’s





Women’s Tennis vs. Connecticut 3:00 p.m.
Tuesday 4/3









Men’s MAAC Lacrosse Standings (3/25) Women’s Softball Big East Standings (3/27)
Big East Overall
MAAC Overall Team W L T w L T
Team W L I w L I DePaul 4 0 0 20 7 0
Canisius 2 0 0 2 3 0 Notre Dame 4 0 0 14 12 0
Manhattan 1 0 0 4 1 0 Syracuse 3 1 0 10 20 0
Siena 1 0 0 3 3 0 Pittsburgh 2 1 0 13 18 0
Mount St. Mary’s 1 0 0 1 4 0 Connecticut 1 2 0 11 9 0
Saint Joseph’s 1 0 0 1 6 0 Providence 1 3 0 9 10 0












0Wagner 0 1 0 0 6 0 Louisville 0 0 0 16 13 0VMI 0 2 0 1 5 0 Rutgers 0 0 0 8 18 0
Providence 0 2 0 0 5 0 Seton Hall 0 4 0 3 18 0
St. John’s 0 4 0 3 20 0
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Welsh: Deserving of another year at PC
A recap of the week 
in Providence sports
Field Hockey signs five new recruits
Head Coach Diane Madl knows that a 
winning program depends on a constant 
influx of talented players. Looking to 
build upon last year's successful season, 
the team announced the signing of five 
new players who will be matriculating into 
the program next fall: Kelly Grogan, 
Jaime Lipski, Joscelyn Mahon, Julie 
Ruggieri, and Christine Sideris.
The group includes three midfielders— 
Grogan, Lipski, and Ruggieri—and one 
forward in Mahon. Sideris is the lone 
defender of the group. The quintet will 
replace a graduating class of seven seniors.
Tennis continues spring action
The Providence College Women’s 
Tennis Team pulled off its first win of the 
spring when it traveled to Hartford on 
Tuesday, March 27. The Friars dominated 
the Hawks 6-1, losing only at first singles. 
Freshman Allison Cohen led PC with a 6- 
3, 6-3 victory over Stephanie Schnobel at 
second singles, while freshmen Jen 
Cusack, Dara Hawkins-Hodgson, Amy 
McDevitt, and Meg O’Keefe also won 
their matches.
Providence swept the doubles competi­
tion, with the freshman duo of O’Keefe 
and Hawkins-Hodgson shutting out their 
opponents 6-0, 6-0.
The Friars will look to improve their 1- 
7 spring record (5-8 overall) with matches 
at Manhattan College on Sunday, April 1, 
and at home against Connecticut on 
Monday, April 2 at 3:00 p.m.
—Mike Springer ’08
continued from back page
He is arguably one of the best developers 
of talent in college basketball today.
Many others contend that, under Welsh, 
an unusually high number of players have 
transferred out of the program. Dwight 
Brewington, who left last season, is the 
most notable example. Brewington was a 
talented player and a great scorer but a 
constant problem. It was widely accepted 
that he was a distraction to the team; his 
attitude even warranted a suspensiondur- 
ing his time at Providence.
Most of the transfers in the Welsh era 
have fit this model—it is not that they lack 
solid basketball ability, but that they lack 
the maturity and discipline necessary to 
succeed in a Big East program. Welsh, to 
his credit, is unwilling to tolerate less than 
a full effort from his players.
Welsh has also brought another great
Softball: Win in eight innings vs. Bobcats
continued from back page
The second game was an improvement 
from an offensive standpoint but the Friars 
still could not get the job done. Pitt took 
an early 1-0 lead but the Friars came right 
back in the second. Bartholomew started 
off the frame with a double and came 
around to score on sophomore Mary Rose 
Sheehy’s single.
“Rachel [Bartholomew] has been a 
crutch for us since her freshman year when 
she was All-Big East,” said Jacklets. “She 
has been a great hitter throughout [the] 
non-conference [schedule]. . . . With the 
offense, we’re hoping to put it together. We 
do expect her to do very well, but there’s 
absolutely no pressure on her.”
The Panthers went up 2-1 off a sac fly in 
the third. The Friars answered with fresh­
man Jenna Garcia’s RBI double in fourth. 
After falling behind 4-2, PC had a chance 
to extend the game with two on in the bot­
tom of the seventh, but inconsistent 
contribution to the program, the renovation 
of the Dunkin Donuts Center. His influ­
ence, though not the only reason for the 
construction, was certainly instrumental. If 
not for his ability to lobby and sell the pro­
gram, this transformation of PC’s home 
court may not have happened.
This year, the criticism of Welsh has 
seen new heights. For much of the season, 
the Friars were seen as contenders for an 
NCAA bid. They came close, but came up 
short, drawing ire from many PC fans.
These critics, in fairness, should recall 
that this team was picked to finish 10th in 
the Big East, which it did, and to reach the 
NIT, which it did. The team performed 
exactly on target.
This is a young team, starting four soph­
omores, and still learning to win. It was 
plagued with injury and suspension at 
times. In the final weeks, they were forced 
to rely on an eight, seven, and even a six- 
offense did the team in once again.
The Friars played their first games of 
2007 on Raymond Field on Saturday 
against Syracuse. PC got its home sched­
ule off to an exciting start with an extra 
inning win over the Orange.
After getting down 2-0 in the first, 
Surosky held the Orange scoreless the rest 
of the way. The Friars were also scoreless 
until the bottom of the seventh when 
Sheehy’s single put PC on the board. Later 
in the inning, freshman Christy Becker’s 
RBI groundout would send the teams into 
extra frames.
The Friars needed just one more inning 
to crush the Orange. Senior Katie Ross 
went deep off Orange pitcher Brittany 
Gardner, who went the distance. Surosky 
pitched a complete game for Providence, 
striking out two in eight innings. The team 
is now 5-2 in extra inning games, having 
won three straight extended contests dat­
ing back to March 10 against Gardner 
Webb.
man rotation.
These four sophomores, and this year’s 
freshmen, who also performed well this 
season, will be joined by red-shirt junior 
center Randall Hanke, Manhattan College 
transfer sharp-shooter Jeff Xavier, junior 
defensive specialist Charlie Burch who 
was injured most of this year and touted 
recruit Jamine “Greedy” Peterson. They 
should form a team that can really do 
something special next year, and in years 
to come.
Welsh has put together this team and 
deserves the chance to win with them— 
and the wins should come barring any seri­
ous injuries or players leaving the team 
unexpectedly. There will be—and should 
be—high expectations in 2008. The Friars 
will be picked to make the NCAA tourna­
ment, and should do so. If not, then maybe 
it will be time to move in a new direction.
“It took some time, but once we got 
some baserunners on, we showed our 
offense could battle through,” said 
Jacklets.
The offense that came alive in the final 
two innings of the first game disappeared 
for the second, a 2-0 Syracuse shutout. 
While the Friars clubbed 10 hits off 
Gardner in the early matchup, Chanel 
Roehner allowed just two hits over seven 
strong innings. Freshman pitcher Danielle 
Bertolette hurled a complete game for the 
Friars and gave up two earned runs.
The Friars hectic schedule continues on 
the road this weekend. They will stop first 
in South Orange, N.J., at Seton Flail for 
two games on Saturday, March 31, and 
then play two on Sunday, April 1, at St. 
John’s. It should be an exciting weekend 
for the Friars, but if they want to improve 
on their 1-3 Big East record, their offense 
will have to look like it did in the first 
Syracuse game on Saturday.
We’re looking for a few
EXCEPTIONAL STUDENTS.
At Quinnipiac University School of Lan; you’ll find everything you need to succeed. 
From a challenging vet supportive academic environment to faculty members who will 
become intellectual colleagues. From live-client clinics to real-world externships. Plus 
annual merit scholarships ranging from $3,000 to full tuition. For more information, 
visit law.quinnipiac.edu or call 1-8oo 462-1944.
• Outstanding faculty
• Rigorous academic programs
• Six concentrations
• Extensive experiential 
learning opportunities
• Student faculty ratio 15:1
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PCI We apologize for the one-week hiatus, Cowl readers. To make up for it, we’ve decided to give you a double dose of PCI for this week. Remember: e-mail your questions either about PC sports or sports in general to cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our best to answer them.For the first time since 1993, the Final Four is comprised of all No. 1 and No. 2 seeds, making it seem 
very possible that any one of these four teams could bring home the national title. Writers from the 
Sports staff will make a case for why each of these programs should first advance to, and then win, the 
national championship on Monday, April 2.
No question, the Florida Gators will 
repeat as champions this week in Atlanta. 
Really, when Billy Donovan, Joakim 
Noah, Al Horford, and the rest of the gang 
announced their return for this year’s cam­
paign, was there any doubt they would?
The Gators swept through last year’s 
tournament, winning all but one game by 
double figures. In the championship, they 
defeated this year’s Final Four opponent 
UCLA 73-57. Should the result Saturday 
be any different? No way.
The regular season, until its final weeks, 
was smooth sailing for Florida, which at 
one time won 17 straight games. After 
closing the regular season with a win, the 
team went on to capture the SEC 
Tournament title and the NCAA 
Tournament’s No. 1 overall seed.
So far in the tournament it has been a 
tougher ride than last year for the Gators. 
Through it all, however, they have still 
managed to find ways to win.
Many may argue that these close calls 
show the weakness of this team, but that is 
the furthest thing from the truth. The close 
wins show the strength and resilience of 
this team to perform under pressure.
There hasn’t been a team like this, 
where the key components of a champion 
return for the next year, in more than a 
decade. Florida has it all: A great coach in 
PC graduate Billy Donovan and the most 
experienced and talented players in col­
lege basketball. There is no reason why 
Florida does not win the National 
Championship.
Prediction: Semis: Florida 76, UCLA 
67; Georgetown 68, Ohio State 61. 
Championship: Florida 72, Georgetown 
68.
—Ryan Holt ’09
I have to start by getting something off 
of my chest: I have an East Coast bias.
It’s not my fault; I’ve grown up a Big 
East fan, and besides, the Pac-10 games 
are only on late at night on weird channels. 
That last fact is a big reason why people 
are underestimating a UCLA team that has 
a great chance to emerge as our national 
champions.
If you saw the team take care of busi­
ness against a Kansas team that is arguably 
more talented than any in college hoops 
save for Florida, then you know what I’m 
talking about. Arron Afflalo is a First Team 
All-American and a scorer of the highest 
order. Luc Richard Mbah a Moute gives 
the team an inside presence at both ends of 
the court. And Darren Collison has more 
than filled in for the departed Jordan 
Farmar.
Oh, and did I mention the team’s 
defense? Say what you will about 
Florida—and Florida is, admittedly, a fan­
tastic defensive squad—but UCLA plays 
the best team defense of any team in the 
land. The team hasn’t allowed more than 
55 points in any tournament game, and it’s 
only allowed an average of 59.4 points per 
game for the whole season. Credit Ben 
Howland and his Big East education for 
that (oops, there’s the East Coast bias 
again).
The bottom line: While Florida is bur­
dened with the expectations of repeating, 
Ohio State with the hype surrounding 
Oden, and Georgetown with all the John 
Thompson and Patrick Ewing stories, 
UCLA is coming in overlooked. That’s 
why it’ll be motivated to avenge last year’s 
defeat to the Gators and take home the 
national title with a win over OSU.
—Kevin O’Brien ’07 
After watching Georgetown dismantle 
North Carolina in the waning moments of 
the regional finals, the Hoyas became my 
favorite to cut down the nets on Monday in 
Atlanta. I love everything about this team 
and believe that it matches-up well with 
the other three remaining teams.
Jeff Green, the centerpiece of the 
Georgetown attack, is playing as well as 
anyone in the country right now. He has 
the ability to stick perimeter shots, drive to 
the tin, and dish from the high post to 
Georgetown’s now trademark back-door 
cutters. Like Green, Roy Hibbert has also 
shown the ability to play effectively in the 
high post. Hibbert’s and Green’s versatili­
ty should be able to pull shot blocking 
force, Greg Oden, away from the basket, 
allowing the Hoyas to effectively run their 
Princeton based offense.
In addition to strong post play, the 
Hoya’s have also been aided by their 
perimeter play. Freshman Dajuan 
Summers has played unbelievably com­
posed throughout the tournament and 
Jessie Sapp and Jonathon Wallace continue 
to reign three’s at a “Michael J. Fox in 
Teen Wolf" clip.
Right now, Georgetown really has no 
offensive deficiencies, and its defense has 
been equally strong. Against North 
Carolina, it held the Heels without a field 
goal over the final seven minutes of regu­
lation and the first four minutes of over­
time. The Hoya’s posses a rare combina­
tion of length and athleticism at the defen­
sive end, and if they continue their strong 
play at both ends of the floor, expect G- 
Town to bring home its second national 
title.
—Dan Ollquist ’10
Why should the Ohio State Buckeyes 
take home the national title Monday night? 
The answer is three words: Mike Conley 
Jr. Granted, Greg Oden is the more high­
ly-touted of the freshmen on this talented 
squad but Conley is the big reason the 
Buckeyes are still in the Dance. His 19 
points on Sunday, March 25, in the win 
over Memphis were better than Oden’s 
numbers—good enough for him to be 
named the player of the southern regional.
Besides Conley, OSU can count on 
Oden to be a powerful defensive and at 
times explosive offensive presence—when 
he can stay out of foul trouble. In 24 min­
utes against the Tigers, Oden poured in 17 
points and nine rebounds. The Buckeyes’ 
92 points in the Elite Eight were the most 
in any game this season, proving the team 
is more than capable to rising to the chel- 
lenge of playing for the title.
Ohio State had a scare in a near-loss to 
in-state rival Xavier in the second round 
that just might be enough to keep the team 
from getting too comfortable against 
either Georgetown or whomever it faces in 
the finals. Should the team find itself pit­
ted against Florida, it should find motiva­
tion in looking to avenge an embarrassing 
86-60 loss to the Gators on Dec. 23—one 
of only three losses all year.
Though Georgetown’s 7’2” Roy Hibbert 
will make for an interesting matchup 
against Oden, the Buckeyes’ solid defense 
and impressive freshmen should make the 
difference. In a rematch with Florida, this 
defense—with a healthier Oden than in the 
first game—should stifle the Gators’ inside 
game, while a lack of size and depth—no 
one taller than 6’9” and only seven play­
ers—could be UCLA’s downfall.
—Erin Redihan '08
Are you constantly correcting your 
friends’ grammar?
Do you get pleasure out of finding 







Great low price of only
$400/month!
All utilities included!
Located in a great area! 
Interested?




* Located on the bus route* 
*Spacious double parlor!* 
*Only $1350/month!* 
Interested?




Eaton Street house fully avail­
able for rent for the 07-08 
school year. All floors have 4 
bedrooms, good size living 
rooms, decks and parking. 
Rent is $400 per student.
Call 617-331-7222 for 
showing. Don't miss out!
HELP WANTED!
Local business seeking sales 





PT 5-9p M-F, 10-2p Sat. 
Short walk to PC/RIC
PART-TIME MARKETING JOB!
*Earn $10/hr 15-20 hours per week* 
*Create your own hours*
*College Marketing & Media Company- Account Executive Skills* 




1Opm The Brink LIVE! 
Another night of great entertain­
ment! Full bar w/ ID at 8pm.
Junior Night! DJ and 
Dancing! All Juniors are welcome! 
Full bar w/ ID at 4:30pm.
Come watch 
the Final Four on 
the big screen. Then stick. 
around for MargaritavilIe w/ 
Second Nature LIVE? 10pm. 
Full bar w/ ID at 8pm.
A LOOK AT 
WELSH’S 
RECORD
by Ryan Holt ’09 
Sports Staff
If you’re a fan of the Providence 
College Men’s Basketball Team or 
reside in the Rhode Island area, 
there’s no doubt you’ve heard the 
rumblings on talk­
radio, sports bars, 
and Internet mes­
sage boards: “Get
him out,” “He can’t coach,” and 
“He is killing this program.”
This “he” is Providence Head 
Coach Tim Welsh. He’s been here 
for nine seasons and will be back 
for his 10th next year. Many who 
follow the program are criticizing 
this move; however, Bob 
Driscoll, PC’s Associate Vice 
President/Athletic Director, is 
making the right decision by 
keeping Welsh around for the 
final two years of his contact.
First, his record at PC—145- 
126, an average of more than 16 
wins each year—is on par with or 
better than most coaches in PC 
history. His teams have won 20 
games twice, reaching the NCAA 
tournament both of those years. 
His teams have qualified for the 
NIT three times in his tenure, 
providing for five post-season 
appearances in nine years.
Welsh has won 11 Big East 
games twice, a record for the 
Friars. In his time at PC, the 
Friars have reached further 
heights, achieving their highest 
ranking in the AP Top 25 Poll, 
No. 12 in 2004, and their highest 
seed in the NCAA Tournament, 
No. 5, also in 2004.
A viable criticism of the Welsh 
era is the Jack of performance in 
the month of March. His Friars 
have only won once in the Big 
East Tournament, have a 2-3 
record in the NIT, (including this 
year’s first-round exit,) and most 
notably, a 0-2 record in the 
NCAA Tournament.
The Friars’ success in the regu­
lar season, however, has brought 
excitement and attention to the 
program both regionally and 
nationally. Donations to the 
Department of Athletics are up 
and attendance is between 8,500 
to 10,000 per game.
Welsh has also brought some 
great players to Providence. He is 
widely renowned as a respected 
recruiter with a talent to find the 
“diamond in the rough.” 
Recently, highly touted recruits 
such as sophomore Geoff 
McDermott, who was recruited 
by Duke, have chosen PC.
Mostly, though, this “finding 
the diamond” ability has resulted 
in the Friars acquiring NBA-level 
talent, such as Marcus Douthit 
’04, Friars’ all-time leading scor­
er and rising Celtics star, Ryan 
Gomes ’05, and this year’s Big 
East Most Improved Player, sen­
ior Herbert Hill, a likely pick in 
the upcoming NBA draft.
All three came to PC unknown 
and undeveloped but became 
great players through their hard 
work and Welsh’s coaching skill.
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Season-opening losing streak runs to six
by Dan Ollquist ’10
Sports Staff
More than a month has gone 
by, and the Providence College 
Men’s Lacrosse Team has yet to 
find itself in the winner’s circle
after six games. It 
has been a very 
tough start to the 
season, but the
LACROSSE
Friars are slowly starting to show 
some improvement.
On Saturday, March 24, the 
Friars flew to Maryland for a 
MAAC showdown with Mount
St. Mary’s College. With the 
Friars already 0-1 in conference 
play, they came out in the first 
half with a great deal of intensity. 
They outshot the Mountaineers 
23-8 in first-half action, but 
found themselves down by one, 
4-3 at the intermission.
At the outset of the third quar­
ter, sophomore Bobby Labadini 
netted a goal for PC that knotted 
the score at four apiece, but from 
that moment on, the Mountaineers 
dominated the game.
Following Labadini’s equalizer 
at the 13:46 mark, the 
Mountaineers ripped off five 
straight goals to take a 9-4 lead, 
which they never surrendered.
“When we made our run in the 
first half, we were only able to 
connect on three of our 23 shots,” 
said Providence Head Coach 
Chris Burdick of the second half 
collapse. “Mount St. Mary’s, on 
the other hand, was able to capi­
talize on their opportunities and 
run away with the game.”
Overall, the Friars dominated 
most of the important statistical 
categories, outshooting the 
Mountaineers 35-24 and winning 
15 of 23 face-offs. In addition to 
Labadini’s strong play, the Friars
Weather permitting, PC begins Big East play
by Erin Redihan ’08
Asst. Sports Editor
All or nothing seems to be the 
best description of how the soft- 
ball season is going for the 




ing to a 13-day 
layoff—the team has now played 
six games in four days with four 
more slated for this weekend.
The Friars traveled to Hamden, 
Conn., on Wednesday, March 28, 
to take on Quinnipiac University 
in hopes of breaking a three- 
game skid dating back to 
Saturday, March 24.
The two teams were scheduled 
to play a twinbill but the second 
game was called after four 
innings because of darkness. PC 
did break its three-game skid, 
however, with an 8-4 eight-inning 
win in the first game.
The Friars jumped out to an 
early 1-0 lead when senior 
Rachel Bartholomew drove in 
freshman Katelyn Revens. 
Quinnipiac rallied to take a 4-1 
lead after three innings.
The Friars roared back with 
three runs in the sixth after fresh­
man Christy Becker’s third home 
run this season.
The teams remained knotted
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
Though his team has yet to win in 2007, junior attack Devin 
McBride has been a consistent offensive threat. He leads the team 
with 11 goals—already nine more than he totaled in 2006.
also received gritty performances 
from junior Devin McBride, who 
netted two goals, and senior 
Brendan Ryan who had a total of 
four points in the game (one goal, 
three assists). The loss dropped 
the Friars to 0-2 in MAAC play, 
making every league contest 
extremely important.
Following the loss in 
Maryland, the Friars headed 
north to Durham, N.H., to do bat­
after seven innings, making an 
extra frame necessary. In the 
eighth, PC took advantage of two 
Bobcat errors and RBI singles by 
Becker and freshman Jenny 
Garcia to take an 8-4 lead, which 
senior Sara Surosky protected to 
eam the team’s 10th win.
The Friars opened up their 
home and conference schedules 
last weekend with doubleheaders 
against Syracuse on Saturday, 
March 23, and Pittsburgh on 
Sunday, March 25. Heading into 
the weekend, the team was look­
ing to improve its offensive per­
formance, which had been 
uneven throughout non-confer- 
ence play.
Unfortunately on Sunday, the 
situation was not much different 
than it had been in the team’s first 
15 games. In the early game, the 
offense was simply not present, 
as the Pitt Panthers shut out the 
Friars 3-0.
Providence pitching and 
defense were solid, as has been 
the case for the majority of the 
season. Senior Sara Surosky 
pitched six strong innings, giving 
up only two earned runs before 
giving way to sophomore 
Jennifer Maccio.
It was a different story, howev­
er, at the plate. The Panthers held 
PC hitless through the first four 
innings before Bartholomew 
smacked her first of two singles 
tle with perennial power 
Dartmouth. The men in black and 
white did all that they could to 
stay with the “Big Green.”
The Friars played a crisp and 
well-executed first half, which 
left them locked in a 2-2 tie at the 
half-time break. .
“Dartmouth is a very strong 
team and we worked our game 
plan to perfection,” said Burdick. 
“Our smooth execution put us in
courtesy of sports info
Senior pitcher Sara Surosky has been a key factor in PC’s wins 
thus far. In 10 games, Surosky has two shutouts and a 2.59 ERA.
,up the middle giving the Friars 
their first baserunner. She would 
later be stranded. Though the 
Friars managed five hits, they 
could not bring any of the runner 
home and left seven on base.
“Our offense just did not help 
a position to win which is all you 
can ask for.”
After the intermission, 
Dartmouth jumped on the Friars 
and took a 6-2 lead, but PC 
refused to back down. Senior 
Jason Trout and McBride found 
the back of the net in the fourth 
quarter to bring the Friars within 
striking distance at 6-4, but the 
comeback hopes ended there.
Dartmouth locked down defen­
sively and held on for the 6-4 
win, leaving the Friars with an 0- 
6 overall record. Although the 
game resulted in a loss, coach 
Burdick viewed it as a possible 
turning point in the season.
“For the first time all year, I 
saw a team that was mentally pre­
pared to challenge for a MAAC 
championship,” said Burdick. 
“This senior class has a lot of 
character and determination and 
its time for them to prove their 
worth and play to their capabili­
ties.”
PC takes on St. Joseph’s 
University this Saturday, March 
31, in an important MAAC con­
test. Although the Friars stand 
win-less right now, only two of 
those games have been within the 
MAAC, which leaves PC alive in 
terms of getting into the MAAC 
tournament, as well as possibly 
receiving an invite to the NCAA 
tournament in May.
Burdick noted the importance 
of Saturday’s game, saying, “The 
St. Joe’s game is a must win. If 
we want any chance in the 
MAAC, we can’t afford another 
loss to a league foe. The seniors 
know this and I fully expect the 
team to play with a lot of emotion 
this weekend.”
Friar fans can only hope that 
Burdick’s prediction is right 
when the Friars face-off on 
Saturday at 2:00 p.m.
us out,” said Providence Head 
Coach Kerri Jacklets. “When we 
get down and we are not produc­
tive early, we really get ourselves 
in a hole.”
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